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For Buddhism, For All Sentient Beings:
The Master-Disciple Relationship and the Significance of

Transmission between Master Yinshun and Master Cheng Yen

Liao, Yi-Rung, Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Institute of Religion and Humanities, Tzu Chi University

Lin, Chien-Te, Professor and Director
Institute of Religion and Humanities, Tzu Chi University

Abstract

When Master Cheng Yen fortuitously became a disciple of
Master Yinshun at the Light of Wisdom Dharma Hall in Taipei in
1963, he enjoined her to go forth, “for the sake of Buddhism, for
the sake of all sentient beings,” a behest she immediately took to
heart and which has become-her lifelong motto. Despite the
significant difference 1in  their respective approaches to
Buddhism—Yinshun is the paragon of a scholar-monk, and Cheng
Yen is the quintessential charitable nun—they have both had a

major impact on Taiwanese Buddhism and society as a whole.

In addition to academic theses on the Tzu Chi Foundation,
Cheng Yen figures prominently in practically all recent
discussions on how to put into practice Yinshun’s ideas on
humanistic Buddhism, yet none of these studies goes deeply into

the nature of this most unlikely of teacher-student relationships.
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In this paper we showed that, despite their obvious
differences, Yinshun and Cheng Yen also have quite a bit in
common, especially in their equally zealous dedication to
Buddhism and benefitting all sentient beings, an idea which for
both of them is central to the master-disciple relationship. We also
discussed how their relationship was founded not only on
commonalities of doctrine and practice, but also on their common
dedication to the lofty ideals of the bodhisattva path, whereby
they have both become central figures in humanistic Buddhism,
and have also come to illustrate the central principles governing
the master-disciple relationship in contemporary Buddhism and

beyond.
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