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' Theodore Stcherbatsky, The Conception of Buddhist Nirvana, second revised
and enlarged edition, Delhi: MotilalBanarsidass Publishers, 1977,pp.24-25.
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EATR
tatra katamda paramartha-sunyata? paramartha ucyate
nirvanam, tac ca nirvanena sinyam a-kiita-sthavindasitam upadaya.
tat kasya hetoh? prakrtir asyaisda. iyam ucyate paramartha-sunyata.
DL ZSEMENE R > T r A 2% A o f 4o
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B/ —1U12% | - Skt. paramartha-sunyata (53 H2EM) -
Skt. parama-arthah > BFEHE—F% » IFadGi RIR5 > RS
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(R R EE LK) BEHEMESEHRAIEN » sy
ean o Bag KIS - AR MR A B s YR © fak sk a8
st {E R LRSS - s R m AL E 555 o parama-arthah
HEEBERESRARER o I REIERE - HRSIREE

0 Edward Conze (tr.), The Large Sutra on Perfect Wisdom with the Divisions of
the Abhisamayalankara, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975, pp.
144-148.

YRR RS - 58 ) T. 220 (2), vol. 7, pp. 73a-T4a.
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an-utpadat va sthitava esa dharmanam dharmata

v

dharma-sthitita ~ dharma-dhatur  dharma-niyamata
tathatd a-vi-tathata an-anya-tathata bhiita-kotis
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12 (KRR - e ) T. 220 (2), vol. 7, pp. 73c-T4a.
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dharmata dharma-dhatur dharma-niyamata tathata a-vi-
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Uiikh ~ AL o EFHVENE - FEME IR - Skt. bhita-koti - FHIFY
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tasyah ya taya sumyatd a-kiuita-sthavinasitam upadaya, na sa

parena krtd. tat kasya hetoh? prakrtir asyaisa. iyam ucyate para-
bhava-sunyata. tasyah ya taya sunyata -
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SARBRERBEESLK - BLE) AREREWNE

FEE S CE HE I RERE - REEERRAR - HE—81N
e ZE > Bl BT E S RMOESR - KRR 5 JR 2 1 58 Skt.
adhivacanam » —V)EZZ ARO[ =357 -

nihsattvo hi dharmadhatuh abhavah sarvadharma iti bodher
adhivacanametat, yo 'sau dharmadhdtur iti samkhyam gacchati
acintyadharma... ... na parinirvanagaminah tat kasma ddhetoh? na
hy acintyam gamandgamanena pratyupasthitam, yavan na

parinirvanam gamanagamanena pratyupasthitam'

& I $aradvatiputra aha - na manjusrirbhagavata

dharmadhaturabhisambuddhah? mainjusriraha - na bhadanta saradvatiputra
bhagavata dharmadhaturabhisambuddhah | tatkasmaddhetoh? tatha hi
bhadanta Saradvatiputra dharmadhdatureva bhagavan | sacedbhadanta
saradvatiputra bhagavata dharmadhaturabhisambuddhah syat, tadyo
'savanutpadadhatuh sa nirudhyo bhavet | api tu bhadanta Saradvatiputra sa
eva dharmadhaturbodhih | tatkasmaddhetoh? nihsattvo hi dharmadhatuh |

abhavah sarvadharma iti bodheradhivacanametat, yo 'sau dharmadhaturiti

samkhyam gacchati | tatkasmaddhetoh? sarvadharma hyananatvam
buddhavisayatah | ananatvamiti bhadanta Saradvatiputra avijiiaptikam
padametat | avijiaptikamiti bhadanta Saradvatiputra naitacchakyam

vijidpayitum samskrtatvena va yavad asamskrtatvena va | na tatra
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kacidvijiiaptih, tena tadavijiaptikam | sarvadharma hi bhadanta

Saradvatiputra avijiiaptikah | tatkasmaddhetoh? tathda hi sarvadharmanam
pradurbhavo nasti yasmin sthitva vijiiapyeran | ye 'pyami anantaryaprasrta
acintyaprasrtah, te | ye ca acintyaprasrtd bhitaprasrtaste | tatkasmaddhetoh?
bhutamiti  bhadanta  Saradvatiputra  abhedapadametat | ye 'pi
acintyadharmasamanvagatah, naiva te svargagaminah, na apayagaminah, na
parinirvanagaminah | tatkasmaddhetoh? na hi acintyam gamanagamanena
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parivartapara-paryaya Sapta-$atikaPrajfiaparamita,” Mahayana-sitra-
samgraha, part I, Darbhanga: The Mithila Institute,1961, pp. 340-351; GRETIL
- Gottingen  Register of  Electronic  Texts in  IndianLanguages:

(http://gretil.sub.uni-goettingen.de/gretil/1 sanskr/4 rellit/buddh/bsu052 u.htm) -
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subhiite abaddhamamuktam)| tatkasya hetoh?
rupasvabhavatvatsubhiite riupamabaddhamamuktam| evam
vedana samjia samskarah)| vijiianam subhiite

abaddhamamuktam| mtkasya hetoh?
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ripasya subhiite purvanto'baddho'muktah| tatkasya hetoh?
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purvantasvabhavam hi  subhiite riipam| ripasya subhiite
aparanto'baddho'muktah| tatkasya hetoh? aparantasvabhavam hi
subhiite riupam| pratyutpannam subhiite riupamabaddhamuktam|
tatkasya hetoh?  pratyutpannasvabhavam hi  subhiite
pratyutpannam ripam| evam vedand samjiam samskarah|
vijiianasya subhiite piurvanto'baddho'muktah| tatkasya hetoh?

purvantasvabhavam hi subhiite vijiianam| vijianasya subhiite

7 Digital Sanskrit Buddhist Canon: http://www.dsbcproject.org/canon-text/book/68.
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Abstract

Any in-depth discussion of the Buddhist doctrine of nirvana
must necessarily begin with' the related scriptures and
commentaries. In this paper I'investigate the concept of nirvana as
presented in the Dabanniepan jing (Mahaparinirvana Siitra), the
Dafagu jing (Mahabhertharakaparivarta Sutra), the Yangjuemoluo
jing (Angulimaliya Suatra), the Dabore boluomiduo jing
(Mahaprajiiaparamita Stutra), the Zhong lun
(Milamadhyamakakarika), and the Dasheng liqu liuboluomiduo

I am deeply indebted to my reviewers for all the valuable guidance provided
while preparing this paper, including the revised title. In investigating how
each of these well-known Mahayana texts interpret the doctrine of
mahdaparinirvana, it became apparent that each one, despite differences in
terms of time, place, culture, and sectarian views, explains this concept in
terms of its relation to actual Buddhist practice. Moreover, it is significant
that the different interpretations of the doctrine of mahaparinirvana found in

the various versions of the Dabanniepan jing are not mutually incompatible.
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jing (The Sttra on the Mahayana Principle of the Six Perfections),
and even though none of these texts takes mahdaparinirvana as its
central theme, they all significantly add to our understanding of its
underlying import and how it pertains to spiritual practice. In the
eight sections of this paper 1 discuss how mahaparinirvana is
explained in the Mahayana scriptures and commentaries, including
the concepts of the eternal abiding of the Tathagata and the
omnipresence of the buddha-nature in the Mahaparinirvana Sitra;
the concepts of liberation with remainder and voluntarily re-
entering samsara in the Dafagu jing and the Yangjuemoluo jing;
the teaching on the extirpation of the dualistic concepts “thought-

13

nonthought” and “existence-nonexistence” when contemplating
nirvana in the “Contemplating Nirvana” chapter of the Zhong lun;
Edward Conze’s assertion based on the real emptiness of the 20
types of emptiness in the Dabore boluomiduo jing that “nirvana
understood in terms of nirvana is empty”; the discussion on
mahdparinirvana as a mere designation (Skt. adhivacana), based
on the ineffability of all things, in section 7 of the Dabore
boluomiduo jing; the passage on samsara in section 8 of the
Dabore boluomiduo jing stating that mahdaparinirvana is not
something that exists outside of time and space; the discussion on
form as neither bound nor liberated in the “Purity” chapter in
section 4 of the Dabore boluomiduo jing; and the discussion on

continuous practice leading to mahaparinirvana in the Dasheng

liqu liuboluomiduo jing. Taken together, these texts indicate that
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there exists an approach to Buddhist practice which leads to
nirvana in the ordinary sense, but which, when augmented with a
comprehensive view of the Mahayana scriptures, ultimately leads
to mahaparinirvana, as indicated in the scriptures and

commentaries discussed in this paper.

Keywords: eternal abiding of the Tathagata; omnipresence of the
buddha-nature; liberation with remainder; contemplation of

nirvana; real emptiness; mahaparinirvana; ineffability



