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An Enquiry Concerning “Buddha-nature
theory” of Yuan-tsch(Won-cheuk):
Based on the Jieshenmi Jing Shu

De-yu Yang
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Dep. of Philosophy,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper begins with a review of the debates among scholars
about how to properly understand the “Buddha-nature theory” of
Yuan-tsch (Won-cheuk). The scholars, (e.g., PI)& T & (AD. 1916), &
BFE (AD. 1986), Cho Eun-su (A.D. 1997), Hwang Chang-geun (A.D.
2000), etc., according to Jieshenmi Jing Shu, they argue that Yuan-
tsch’s (Won-cheuk) ekayana thought of ‘Buddha-nature theory’
belonged to “all sentient beings are able to become Buddhas” This
paper sets about two steps: first, I will investigate that how scholars
prove their claims. Second, I will investigate their claims that is
corresponded with Yuan-tsch’ s(Won-cheuk) Jieshenmi Jing Shu. 1
find that scholars claims are based on the unconditioned Buddha-

nature (asamskara), but 1 find that Yuan-tsch (Won-cheuk) still was
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following an interpretative tradition under which the strict distinction
between the unconditioned vs. the conditioned realms, and I find in
the Jieshenmi Jing Shu Yuan-tsch (Won-cheuk) distinguished between
two kinds of Buddha-nature: “Buddha-nature of Principle” (/i foxing
H M) vs. the “Buddha-nature of Practice” (xing foxing {T{HM4:).
The former belongs to unconditioned, the latter is the conditioned
realms. According to Jieshenmi Jing Shu Yuan-tsch (Won-cheuk)
contributes to the actuality that some sentient beings do become
Buddhas is based on “Buddha-nature of Practice”, instead of “Buddha-
nature of Principle” Finally, “Buddha-nature theory” of Yuan-tsch
(Won-cheuk) is not identified with the “all sentient beings are able to

become Buddhas™.

Keywords: Buddha-nature, /i foxing, xing foxing, Buddha-gotra,

ekayana
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Hwang, Chang-geun: ‘The Fa-hsiang School claims that amongst the five groups of
sentient beings, icchantika can never be able to attain enlightenment or can never be
reborn as a being who belongs to any of the other four groups. This theory was
accepted by the Tz'u-en Sect in the Fa-hsiang School. However, this theory was not
accepted by Won-cheuk and the Silla Sect.” Hwang, Chang-geun 2000, p.278.

Cho, Eun-su : “Won -Cheuk was never exposed to the theory of the pafica-gotra, he
not only provided extensive theories about it but also directly opposed Hsuan-tsang
and K'uei-chi’s position, saying that even the icchantikas can be saved.” Cho, Eun-su
1997, p. 149.
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22 Hwang, Chang-geun: ‘According to the nirvina sitra, to say the self means

tathagata-garbha.All sentient beings innately have Buddha-nature. It is eternal and
unchangeable, without appearance and disappearance...These examples are all to
show Tathata, Dharma-body, and Buddha-nature. This means that the five kinds of
nature innately have Buddha-nature...From Won-cheuk's discussion above, it is
possible to generalize about an aspect of Won-cheuk's as well as of Hsuan-tsang's
characteristic approaches. Won-cheuk appears as an idealist, upholding the
possibility of enlightenment for all sentient beings, in harmony with the original
teaching of the Buddha.” Hwang, Chang-geun 2000, p. 278.
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