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The Origin and Sacred Narrative Analysis of the
Walking Monk in Dunhuang Xing Jiao Seng Art
YU Zhao"

Abstract

Dunhuang Xing jiao seng art(F )2 47T 1¢ [ ) is a merit art work of sacred pilgrim
monk in the Tang and Song Dynasties. The archetype of the monk is quite controversial,
partly because the concept of “Xing jiao(4T##)”is not clarified. Based on the mutual
confirmation of images and documents, this article first sorts out the origin of “Xing
Jjiao(47 #), then introduce the history of Dunhuang Xing jiao seng art(3Ie 47 Hf4 B).
Secondly, according to the image elements, the sacred narrative of the art is divided into
three peculiarity: Shen zu( #F & ), surrender tiger and Baosheng Tathagata, and
investigates the origin and evolution. Mutual verification of Dunhuang Xing jiao seng
art(FUE AT K% B)) and the literature reflect the sinicization of Buddhism from the Five
Dynasties to the Northern Song Dynasty by the appearance changes of Hu monks to

Han monks.

Keywords: Dunhuang Xing jiao seng art, Foreign monks who came to China, Monk

faith, Xing jiao
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