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A Study of the Relationship between Tai Zi Cheng
Dao Jing and Xi Da Tai Zi Xiu Dao Yin Yuan
ZHANG Xiaoyan™

Abstract

There are a number of written texts of Buddha’s biography preserved in Dunhuang
manucripts, among them Taizi Chengdao Jing K -F r i& & is quite similar to Xida Taizi
Xiudao Yinyuan % i XK F14 38 B 4 in content and plot, but there are still some
differences between them revealing some characteristics. First, Yazuo Wen 3F & 3 and
Jiezuo Wen #% F 3 are not the original part of Taizi Chengdao Jing but ritual texts
produced in the popular lectures to suit the needs of lecturing and singing, both can be
attached to or detached from Taizi Chengdao Jing flexibly, thus creating an easy-to-
change characteristic of prosimetric literature texts. Second, the content of interpreting
the main idea indicates that the Buddhist master takes a leading role in lecturing and
singing. Third, the plot at the end of Xida Taizi Xiudao Yinyuan is more complicated
than that of Taizi Chengdao Jing, highlighting the typical characteristic of Xida Taizi
Xiudao Yinyuan as a narrative. Fourth, the need for Xida Taizi Xiudao Yinyuan to
narrate in prose forced lecturers and singers to turn the verse from 7aizi Chengdao Jing
into prose by deletion and rewriting, which made Xida Taizi Xiudao Yinyuan present a
tendency of prosification in texts. Considering that Taizi Chengdao Jing is a forged
sutra indeed, Xida Taizi Xiudao Yinyuan is a nidana story based on this forged sutra.
Likewise, lots of popular literature from Dunhuang manuscripts were rewritten from
Buddhist apocrypha. Therefore, Buddhist apocrypha is a vivid source of popular

literature.

*  Professor, Center for Research on Chinese Excavated Classics and Paleography, Fudan University.
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