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A Further Research of the Dunhuang Manuscript of
Tan Guang’s Shi Foguopin Shouji
YANG Mingchang*
Abstract

This paper focuses on Dunhuang manuscript P.2595V to refine our understanding
of the properties of Tan Guang’s Shi foguopin shouji ¥4 B & F 3¢ as transcribed in
P.2191V + P.2595V. Three observations can be concluded: First, based on the paper
joining and transcription style of this composite scroll, it consists of seven short patches
glued onto the main document, and 93 lines transcribed on paper pieced together from
various discarded manuscripts. These discarded manuscripts still had one usable side
each. This suggests that the extant version of Tan Guang’s work is the result of multiple
additions and revisions. Second, compared to typical written commentaries, the entire
Shi foguopin shouji incorporates more narrative elements and employs a more
colloquial language, accounting for approximately 28% of the entire manuscript. It even
cites the Qivuan yinyou ji &% B & 3¢, a text commonly found in sujiang ({53%)
yinyuan ( B % ) . Third, the colloquial narratives interspersed throughout the Shi
foguopin shouji often include popular phrases and rhymes.

In conclusion, the manuscripts P.2191V + P.2595V of Tan Guang’s Shi foguopin
shouji were most likely drafts prepared in advance for Tan Guang’s lectures on the
Weimojie suoshuojing: foguopin { 4 EE P4 « #h B sh) . These drafts served as a

reference for Tan Guang during his sermons to monks, nuns, and lay people.

Keywords: Dunhuang manuscript, Tan Guang, Weimoyjie jing, colloquial narrative, rhyme

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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