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PARADOX AND LOGIC OF CH'AN



Chung-ying Cheng

Summary

When a ch'an Buddhist speaks of kung-an ("open
case"), he 1s using a form of paradoxical language
in which laws of logic are contradicted and common-
rules of understanding are defied. This form of
language 1s usually a dialogue or a problem-posing-
and-disposing between a ch'an master and his
disciple seeking wu (enlightenment). How 1s this
form of language understood? Can we avoid calling it
"11logical™ and "unintelligble"? Can we give 1t a
logical and rational explanation and justification
and thus bring out 1ts own logicality? Furthermore,
can we enlighten the attainment of wu in light of
logic and reason? In this paper I made the effort
and attempt to explain and justify the wuse of
kung-an as a matter of logical and referential
transformation. The following two principles are
specifically formulated and proposed for this
explanatory and justificatory purpose: the principle
of ontological non-commitment and the principle of
contextual reconstitution.
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