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A STUDY ON THE THOUGHT OF SENG-JUI

Liou guei-jie
Summary

Among the thousands of disciples of Kumarajiva (344-413), Tao-séng (it
4 ), Séng-ch'ao ( uF?Eff) Tao-yung (iEifi) and Séng-jui ( fﬁfﬁm were
being praised by the people as "The Four Sages of the Ch'ang-an Area" for
their outstanding performances on Buddhist philosophy. This paper well
present a discussion of Séng-jui's (355-439) thought.

Before the arrival of Kumarajiva, many errors had been committed in the
translated Chinese Buddhist scriptures. This is because the Chinese monks
who were involved in the translation work were weak in Sanskrit, while
those foreign monks were weak in Chinese. Therefore, people found it hard
to grapse the profound Buddhist doctrines when reading the scriptures



rendered by the early translators. Séng-jui had long been discontented with
it is situation.

After having followed Kumarajiva, the Sanskrit- Chinese bilingual Chief
Translator, to work in the translation centre in Ch'ang-an, Séng-jui began to
grapse more and more the real aspect of Buddhist philosophy. Then, he
established his own point of view to the doctrines of the Prajiiaparamita
Sutras and of the Saddharmapundarikasutra. Also, he began to classify the
scriptures in accordance with the thoughts that was containing in them.

In addition, Séngjui emphasised on the importance of meditation practice,
and he stressed that meditation and wisdom are of the same importance.
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