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The Practice and Ultimate Concern of the Ten Ox-herding
Pictures and Verses

Ng Yu-Kwan

Associate Professor,Hong Kong Baptist College

Summary

In the present article, the Ten Ox-herding
Pictures and Verses of Master Kuo-an of Sung dynasty
was chosen for study. The author 18 convinced that
this work of Kuo-an 1s expressive of the complete
practical process that a Ch'an practitioner has to
undertake, and that the ultimate concern of Ch'an
Buddhism as a major Mahayanist form can be
witnessed.

The author holds that Kuo-an's work can be
divided into two parts. The first part consists of
eight ox-herding pictures and verses, from the first
down to the eighth, whereas the second part consists
of the rest, i.e., the ninth and the tenth. The
first part deals with self-transformation, 1.e., to
discover the astraying mind-ox or subjectivity which
18 originally 1immanent 1in our own life, and to
cultivate 1t, culminating 1in the elimination of
consciousness of both subjectivity and objectivity.
The second part reveals other-transformation, in
which the practitioner, with his experience of
enlightenment, stoops to serve and help the sensient
beings who are still in the sea of sufferrings.



The author also refers to related studies by
Hisamatsu Shin'ichi and Shibayama Zenkei and makes
comments and criticisms on these studies.



