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A Short Note on the Translator of the Bao ju lai
ching and the P'u sa shih ¢ hu ching

Shih Chi-yen



The present paper tries to determine whether
Giitamitra was the actual translator of both the Bao
ru lai (san me1) ching and the P'u sa shih chu ching
- Ten canon catalogues ranging from the oldest
extant work (Ch'v san tsang chi chi) to the
catalogue that became the model for the later
blockprint canons (K'ai vyuan shih chiao lu) were
consulted - A survey and analysis of the r elevant
material enables us to spot where information begins
to become doubtf wul, and to infere what the facts
might have been -

The Ch'u san tsang chi chi only states that a
Bao ru lai (san mei) ching was a doubtful scripture
of Southern provenance, and the Li tai san pao chi
records Giitamitra as the translator of a Wu chi pao
(san me1) ching - It was then the Ta Chou k'an ting
chung ching mu lu which claimed that the Bao ru lai
(san mei) ching of Southern provenance was
translated by Giitamitra - This 1s doubtful,
especially when we look at the style of the
translation -

The situation with the P'u sa shih chu ching 1s
even more complicated sin ce both the translator's
name and the text title have been subjected to confu
sion - The present paper offers a brief discussion
and analysis refering to ¢ atalogue documentation as
well as the text itself -
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