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Summary

The transmission of Buddhism into China underwent the introductory phase
(from Han to Eastern Tsin Dynasties); the fusion phase (Period of North-South
Division); the creative phase (from Sui to T’ang Dynasties); and the Confucian
influence phase (from Sung to Ching Dynasties), resulting in the evolution of
Buddhism into part of the Chinese cultural tradition. There are four important
points in the relationship between Chinese Buddhism and Eastern culture: (1)
the syncretic nature of Chinese Buddhism; the strengthening of Buddhism and
traditional Chinese culture by mutual incorporation; (2) the capacity of Chinese
Buddhism to develop in tune with the times; (3) the mutual learning process
between Buddhism and Chinese culture of the Yellow River plains; (4) a vision for
the incorporation of cultures from around the world into Chinese culture in the 21st
Century, drawn from the relationship between the transmission of Chinese

Buddhism and Eastern culture.

Key words: 1. Chinese Buddhism 2. culture of the Yellow River plain 3. confucian

influence
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