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RTA,. EEMARE "I+=-FM, WEAP RREABAN K IETUREE
R, PERELHARASRERS (BT 2FMR) NEF , TREERSTABBEARK
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BRAYEBNESHANER  FEEFRANFA, Eb -8, ERHILE -
RFEXR, B—ART AR—Ex—HEEA BLESLHEN A LHH-LFEEX
NHREBER, BRAFE, BARL—ERT  AEFLHEEARFEEN—ER
SER  REARETEN - ORLIEX, EBEA A HRAGBAMFENCELR B
REEBANEE, EENE, NRRKED , TEEME , —BRE+FHI , 5
—BHRETZFHH, REXBES "HT2FM. . BR TE+F,  ERARHEEH
BAKBERE) . ' MEAR "I+=FM, O ERENARE "HREL M TER,
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BELER (LEE) .

AEEEXE (MAREE) .

RREEREMAE (EFARERBER)  B-MAE (Km) ARELHEBHN

(KREER) -

BLREZR (ARERBESR) .

TER, BNEHEPAEF .

REMRKIEE, BEEXBRURREIIBENZBE(KFEHERKE) .

BHZARRZ (KTEREREALRR) -

BAZB (KT EHEBRET=FHMN) A RSBTH (KEH) F2E268H
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Watasahasrika ed. by p. Ghosha.

Pabcavijwati ed. by N. Dutt.

Gandavyuha, ed. by D. T. Suzuki and H. ldzumi
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1. a 22. dha

2. ra 23. wa

3. pa 24. kha

4. ca 25. ksa

5. na 26. sta

6. la 27. jba

7. da 28. rtha ( ha, pha, ita )
8. ba 29. bha

9. da 30. cha

10. sa 31. sma

11. va 32. hva

12. ta 33. tsa(sta)
13. ya 34. gha

14. sta 35. tha

15. ka 36. na

16. sa 37. pha

17. ma 38. ska

18. ga 39. ysa

19. tha 40. wca

20. ja 41. ta

21. wva (cva) 42. dha ( sta)

BNMREZEINEARFELN "EF, AN+ -RFZPIOBNEEETUE—L
MR, ERRLEAFERPILHNBLET,

EMN+ZERF ,  URIENEEFAER  FEXHEBA "arapacanas HE
Marapacana syllabary, EEMZ "MEKER, . M+=F , BERXEHE "fEHE
B, , BRX AR DHA-RA-NI-MU-KHA, EZE "M, —&98 "M, F, 2k
EERE.
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RMERETZFMERNREZHALAPHER, EhteH  ER+-FER
TOHPIE, RLEMICAIRERERNRUAZEXFRAEEHBREERY
BEKRBLNG T
FREB-LEHERBEEHE,
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BAXEAFRANT=FM, E—& BRI+ -ZFANREFERR.

=, BN+ =FMR IR
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EEAMFEREMR, B%  RESNEIENEAES DT -ERFNRFEEENHR
NFREK (varnamala ) EFHBEEMHE, #E— %Lt vH "2+F, WEFEES
F—F., HX , BO+=ZFH , RERXXNELREANET A LE-—BROR
NXXBHPRERIAREBNET, £= , BLLPENEF  EFHEMARET AT

BREEBERNRRE KA,

M+=FANELTEZE , FEEIBTEEMMNIE, AN+ -FMNK
E O REABYNENZRATEDRENESHHAAEME  BEMIARR. BER
HRE O BEMABTANLERR, ELERTE .

-, HER,

=, BRtHNEXBREERAEENR.

=, HEXRLHERIR.

BNEL RESHEENGHERAKENBERE , N+ =-FMHREFEREA
EEENTRERK , BFER "FM. FAKRE, FE. TECENFEEDELRL
ﬁE%IK%¢ﬂ$ﬁ%ﬁoﬁ@%%?&ﬁ@¢ﬁ§$ﬂﬁ%ﬂ+:$ﬁ,ﬁﬂm
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(ZER) BRERGHSHIADRAANCE  KERSHWEEANEL, B8t
B OBRR-VED, BEH (BEEE) B=MEMRA (versions) . E=ZERAR :

-, BAEZLEE (BERK) .

EREBEAREE (FEAEERE) .

. BAM Lalita Vistara, EEE2#E S. Lefmann WAREFZRE AN, &R
Lefmann EESHMRE , R A , TERENRECHERRENLERX Y
K, BEERNYAHENR , MERE , HLBK.
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EEMERINT —FHANKAYT EREARBKN  RETURBEEE. (FEK
HERE) HEN-BE (FE€R) L HO+-FHAFXIAARRTERINEAFTE
AMREMAERECZER. B Lalita Vistara WERAXFT—8% , BINWFER+=F,
MEXKBEENREXFRFIHINM+AERE, RER—F4 , EXLAURE
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TEPEN (TERE)  RENTERZ-BONT-_FHAMNKREX K MAEEER
HEREENN+-FANEAME  THERBER L&,

ft (ZELE) PN+ -FMARIMNRE "H.) MFR "F, E—HHEE , Brough
BE-@E#E, hRAENT @ "F, R "HA RERBE-BHLIBLINE
—B, EHRER EMELER-BEXNNT-—EHEEA RAE2E-SHEERM+=
fBrF,. ZEE (BBER) AFEHIYLCARRE LN Y , 2EERE (LB
R MER , URMBHAFIARNRFEEEFEMNER , EXHR Brough MEM@RE
LE-—ENEE,
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., O+=FMEFENZE

mt-FMEEEANEE  BATEUR K SEEERIZNXE WMAKEE
TERRRHHBAZT. BHENEFRS K EELRBELEMEHN FERRSA,
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EENEFLAL, UBBRERARNGN K ENEHRREBLAXRERZNBENS

2 ). Brough: The Arapacana syllabary in the old Lalita-vistara, in BSOAS, XXXVIII, 3, 1975,
pp.581 ~ 585.
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BEZEMTE, O URE - REBANTERERERERME,

ZE—EMNTFRERNBEAN (BX #) .3 (AX /) WE 5 BAT-H
TABEFBERE. K REBET=EH#E  HFIL-ERXFZHHER  EPAEHR
HEE+ZFM, (AX &) — & HAGRR®R EFXLTERHHER MR
X7, & —EWNIEE BARATER-EXFX, RUERF , HF0EE 'H
T=FM.,  FEECBEHRBHIA

LERMBHEEE, —m—%  ABEETURE "B+=FM, E+FENLE, E
R EFAEEMANBEBLERTSD,

ANy B+ ZFFEREMNER

FRERBHABAUARSZERN "RE, F "XE2E,  HEEZAFWEES,
EBBEMOBAEBRENESD

F-BER MEEE2 RAEERNIRFNHBUARBEBH-ERR. &F
(EBEBRANEE) 54 "AHBE, E5-RE .

A2 (EREE)  Fo (BHBEHE) . HiNIERECHE  BURBREHA
B,.AFE+th7 HEXE B-—1t/\E BE-B&HF, K S=ZH&KE. A
S8, DADmA, —A0F BR=1T=5. ERARENE, FTER. K
BETE2 , AAAT. HINHBRAEBERZARE, 4

RRENEERK. A RONE  ERLWmz—NEHARN 2. M (REE)
FRXHERFIHE  BF-—FEARNK[A, "H+-FMF BERARLERFERNOB
B, Bt-FAHFHETEART N AFRREENRZHIRAFELTE ,
JIHNRFABOXARAEN "RERF,  HARELEFE  RERURBERD
ESEFREBER  BFARRARE  AREEN. ER+-EARTF  RUEREEED

“EEG  AREIREFNSRANERARELAANGHERN —LERE
BEZE, O+-FANE+_EART  RA-REREBEE "KBEEE,  BE

3 MEEHRE, FLEBAR, ZXHRARENNE  SURBEEBNMXALE, KL
THBHAEBAEDR MRUREAHN. XAFEARED "B+2FM. UARRFH
BEEE  RESHFE (AX K) FHA-L£HH. AELEEVERAEFESRE
ALNESEKEEN=-"REEERE  #E2E (AX M) H2E GEERKALE
FBRNEF. MEELERE K RHEREH.

4 HR (FEFRREERE), PEER , 1995 F , H 189,
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BIRXE (LRAXEEFEHEXH) (FSXEME ), tEKBHMRE , 1998 £, B
631~ H 646,
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A Discussion of the 42 Syllabary

Wang Bangwei
Professor, Department of East Asian Studies,

Peking University

Summary

Scholars agree that “the 42 (arapacana) Syllabary” was designed to assist
memory and to help spread Buddhism. However, there is disagreement as to the
source of this alphabet, assigning it to Central Asia, northwestern India, or India
proper. I believe that examination of its linguistic properties and the conception
of Buddhist texts indicates northwestern India as the most probably source.
However, using “Syllabary (Letter Doors)” to express, recite, and remember texts
has a long tradition in India proper and in Sanskrit literature. Professor dJ.
Brough of Cambridge in England was the first to notice that when Zhufahu
(Western Jin Dynasty, 239~316 A.D.) mentioned the 42 Syllabary in his translation
of the Puyao Sutra, at the beginning of each section he did not provide letters, but
words. This is unique among all texts concerning the 42 Syllabary. During the
South and North Dynasties (5th and 6th centuries A.D.), Hui-shi wrote An
Exposition on the Meaning of the 42 Syllabary,; unfortunately, this work was lost
sometime after the T’ang Dynasty. The Qing Dynasty Unified Rhymes (Tongwen
Yuntong) includes charts comparing the letters recorded in the Canon. These
charts compare the letters listed in thirteen sutras; nine of these alphabets are of
42 letters. However, the 42 Syllabary is not directly related to the Siddham
alphabet. Nonetheless, the 42 letters begin with DHA-RA-NI-MU-KHA, which
actually can function as a mantra, so the letters may not only be recited, but also
written, so of course they were considered a type of Siddham. Especially during
the T’ang Dynasty, when both Tantric and Siddham practices flourished, they
influenced each other, and the ability to write Siddham letters was prized among

the fashionable gentry.

Key words: 1. 42 syllabary 2. Puyao Sutra 3. Siddham 4. Sanskrit
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