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Sectarianism in the Pure Land Hermeneutic Tradition:
On T'ien-t'ai Exegetes' Critique of Yiuan-chao's
Commentary on the

Contemplation Sutra and the Repercussions of the
Critique

Huang Chi-chiang
Professor of Asian Languages and Cultures, Hobart and William Smith
Colleges

Summary

The topic of this paper—sectarianism as expressed in Sung T'ien-t'ai sch

olars' exegeses ofthe Contemplation Sutra—represents a noteworthy phe
nomenon in the Pure Landhermeneutic tradition. The phenomenon owes
its occurrence to Ling-chih Yiian-chao'sexegesis of the Contemplation S
utra. As Yiian-chao's commentary electively synthesizesthe fine points of
previous exegeses, it was perceived by Ch'ao-an Tao-yin, a SungT'ien-t'
ai exegete, as honoring Shan-tao's commentary at the expense of that of
Chih-i. Thispaper details Tao-yin's accusation of some hermeneutic poin
ts found in Yiian-chao'scommentary and relates the persistent sectariani

sm that characterizes the works compiledby T'ien-t'ai historians from Wu

K'e-chi to Chih-p'an.

Tao-yin's critique of Yiian-chao's commentary appears as a text called F

u-cheng-chieh,which is no longer extant but survives, in fragments, as int



erspersed quotes in theKuan-ching fu-hsin lun by Chuo-an Chieh-tu. Bas
ed on this remainder of theFu-cheng-chieh, this paper also assesses the
text, discusses its contents, and reveals thesectarianism that underpins it

s criticism of Yuan-chao's hermeneutics.

Chuo-an Chieh-tu wrote the Kuan-ching fu-hsin lun to uphold Yiian-chao'
s commentary. Inhis work, he refutes Tao-yin's accusation of Yiian-chao'
s commentary, pointedly listing theflaws of the Fu-cheng-chieh and show
ing Tao-yin's sectarian sentiment. In his view,Tao-yin, purporting to “buil
d up [T'ien-t'ai's] gate and yard,” wrote the Fu-cheng-chieh inwhich he d
eliberately distorted Yiian-chao's viewpoints and engaged in an acrimoni
ousattack on Yiian-chao's commentary. As a result, it is full of errors and
flaws. Driven byunyielding sectarianism, Tao-yin infuses in his discourse
with much bias, which was toinspire such T'ien-t'ai scholars as Wu K'e-c
hi, Tsung-chien, and Chih-p'an. It shows clearlythat his sectarianism had

a large impact on T'ien-t'ai's Pure Land exegesis.

F{fé{%?—ﬁj 1.Contemplation Sutra 2.Hsin-shu 3.Kuan-ching Fu-hsin Lun
4.Fu-cheng-chieh 5.Tao-yin 6.Chieh-tu 7.Yiian-chao
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