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Scriptural Proof and Logical Reason for the Composition of
Buddhist Ethics: The Example of My Buddhist Ethics

Shih Chao-Hui

When | was writing Buddhist Ethics the approach of which is philosophical, | took
sutra quotations related to “dependent origination” as basic scriptural proof and
developed from this detailed logic reasoning. | also included Mahayana ethics within
“Buddhist ethics”. There were six reasons for doing so:

1. “Dependent origination” is the “basic formula” of all Buddhist theories. All the
schools accept it and it can be developed into ethical thought, which proceeds from
the shallow to the profound, from the narrow to the broad, as well as principles of all
kind of levels of ethical norms.

2. With just a little bit of explanation, the basic premise of “dependent origination”
can give you a feeling of close personal experience. There is no need to take recourse

to faith or imagination.

3. The contents of the sutras are frequently tuned to specific times, places and
people (the authors or those who received these teachings), and thus it is even
possible to find things which are contradictory to the basic spirit of Buddhism. If one
does not choose but accepts every single word or sentence as “scriptural proof” the
result will usually be a discrepancy between the situation and the teaching. One may
even support negative attitudes in this way!



4. Although the scriptures contain rich material but at the present stage when the
“basic ethics” are written it is admissible to neglect these texts for the time being.

5. Many new ethical problems arise in this present age due to technology. We
cannot expect of find answers for them directly from the scriptures. However, the
detailed philosophical system built upon “logic reasoning” will help us to make
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inferences. Its adaptability makes good for the deficiencies of “scriptural proof”.

6. Is it possible to adduce directly Mahayana or Tantric scriptures or the theories of
different schools as “scriptural proof ”? How convincing could this be for the other
schools? It is quite difficult to make a choice here.
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