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A Re-study of the Stone Carving of Parental Love at

Paoding, Dazu

HU Wenho
Researcher, Sichuan Academy of Social Science

Summary

The No. 15 Stone Carving of Parental Love at Paoding, Dazu, together
with its inscriptions, has been made public. The scrolls of Buddhist sutras
originally kept in the Dunhuang grottoes have also been edited and
published. Based on the aforementioned two publications, the author of
the present paper has made a restudy on the No. 15 Stone Carving of
Parental Love. The paper is divided into three parts. Part One is a
description of the Stone Carving of Parental Love with its inscriptions. Part
Two makes an inquiry into the origin of the inscriptions and Part Three
explains the reason why the similar stories about Parental Love in the Daoist
classics failed to be converted into any form of visual art.

A comparative study reveals that there are five versions of the Sutra of
Parental Love, all of which were written by the distinguished monks living
in the Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.D.), and that the Sutra of Parental Love
described by the No. 15 Stone Carving at Paoding, Dazu is directly related
to the sutra scroll P. 3919 excavated from Dunhuang. This Stone Carving is
a new version of the same story. It is argued that the reason why the similar
stories about Parental Love in the Daoist classics failed to be converted into
a form of visual art is rooted in the limitation of the Daoist doctrine itself.
The author believes that the idea conveyed by the No. 15 Stone Carving,
exclusive of the notion of Karma underscored by Buddhism, remains



significant, reminding people that they should comply with the "filial piety,"
a traditional virtue cherished by the Chinese nation.

&5 ¢ lInscriptions of Dazu's Stone Carving ~ 2.Version of
unhuang's Scroll ~ 3.Differences of Art between Daoism and Buddhism
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