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A Pioneer of the New Buddhist Movement in Taiwan

during the Period of Japanese Occupation — Lin

Te-lin: the “Martin Luther of Taiwanese Buddhism”

JIANG Cianteng
Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, National Tsing-Hua
University Chung-Hwa Buddhist Journal

Summary

This article adopts a historical perspective to examine the new Buddhi
st movement inTaiwan during the period of Japanese colonial occupat
ion. In an attempt to present acomplete picture of the period, the auth
or, in addition to providing background into thehistory of Buddhism dur
ing the period, focuses on the case of a representative monk: LinTe-li
n, known at the time as the "Martin Luther of Taiwanese Buddhism." |
n addition tosummarizing the author's Ph.D. dissertation, A History of t

he Development of BuddhistCulture in Taiwan during the Period of Ja
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panese Occupation, the article also makes use ofa large body of mate
rials that have only recently come to light concerning this figure. In this
respect, the biographical information presented here is more complet

e than the briefsummary given in the dissertation. This article address
es a radical new development in thehistory of modern Taiwanese Bud
dhism. For this reason, the complexities and tensionsdiscussed differ

from those present for much of Chinese Buddhism. This is particularly
apparent with respect to the place of Buddhism during the period betw
een "colonialization"and "de-colonialization." It is here that we see mo
st clearly the vagaries of the spiritualjourney of a pioneer of the New B

uddhist Movement in Taiwan and the difficulties heencountered.

%EJ%;?E] : 1.The Martin Luther of Taiwanese Buddhism 2.New Monks
3.Colonialism 4.The Chung-chiao Incident

5.Conflicts between Confucianism and Buddhism
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