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The Kalpa-ending Consciousness of the Present Kalpa

Kiyoshi Okano
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Summary

Believers of the s am j it i ya school of indian Hinayana-Buddhism seem to have a eschatological
belief that the present antara-kalpa is approaching its end. At the end of the antarakalpa most of

mankind perish.

This paper consists of two parts and treats this remarkable belief of the s am j it i ya . The Part 1 of this
paper is an introduction to recent studies about the s a m j it i ya school. The Part 2 is the main part of
this paper and points out the eschatological consciousness of "the end of kalpa", which is guessed from

newly found cosmological works of the s a m j it i ya school.

In 1990 I found a Sanskrit K a vya about the cosmology of the s a m j it i ya in manuscripts of Nepal .
The text of this work titled Mah a sa j vartan i kath a is critically edited by me as doctoral dissertation
in the Univ. of Marburg and published recently. As a result of my study of this work, the relationship
of the Mah a sa j vartan i kath a to several other Hinayana-buddhist works was confirmed. The Chinese
and Pali translations of the *Lokapraj b apty-abhidharma w a stra, whose school was previously

unknown, are acknowledged with assurance that they belong to the s a m j it i ya school too.
The following are four existing cosmological works of sam jitiyas:
(1) The Mah a sa j vartan i kath a

(2) A work (its title unknown) as a very long quotation in the Chapter 8 of the Tibetan translation of the

Samsk r tasamsk r tavi-
ni w caya (No. 5867 of the Peking-Edition of Tanjur). For lack of
the title I call this work "the scripture X".

(3) The Chinese translation of the * Lokapraj b apty abhidharma w a stra (Taisho Tripitaka No.1644)

by P aram a rtha.
(4) The main part of the Lokapannatti (ed. by E. Denis, 1977),
which is a Pali translation of the *Lokapraj b apty-abhidharma wa stra in Thai-Burma.

By the use of these four works researchers of indian Buddhism can begin to study the cosmology of the

Sammitiya school.



Three strophes of the Chapter 4 of the Mah a sa j vartan i kath a (4.2.16-18) tell us words of Bh u tika
and Buddhamitra, who were senior monks of the s am j it i ya s and recited (compiled) the traditions of
that school in the Fifth Council, which took place eight hundred years after the parinirvana of Gotama
Buddha. The words of Bhutika and Buddhamitra in these three Strophes include the following three

theses:

(1) Thesis a: The present [antara-]kalpa is the ninth.

(2) Thesis b: We have 700 years till the present [antara-]kalpa ends.
(3) Thesis c: About the end of the [antara-]kalpa sesame oil, sugarcane
juice, ghee, etc. will disappear in sesame, sugar cane, dadhi, etc.

Each thesis seems to be very significant. These theses form the most appropriate starting point for our

research into the unique historical cosmology of the samjitiyas.
I have written a paper for each thesis. This paper is the second and treats the thesis b.

The thesis b means most of mankind perish after 700 years at the end of this antara-kalpa. The peculiar

eschatological consciousness of this buddhist school reminds us of Christianity or Judaism.
Concerning the apocalyptic prophecy of the s a m j it i ya monks I propose three problems:

» Problem of differences between the eschatological consciousness of the samjitiyas, i.e. the
consciousness that the end of antara-kalpa comes soon, and the consciousness of "the age of

decadence" (the times of saddharma-vipralopa) in the main stream of indian Buddhism.

* Problem of a change of the mentality of indian Buddhists in the time of the sudden rise of the samj

it i ya school.

» Problem of the calculation of 700 years in the prophecy "700 years remain till the present

antara-kalpa ends".
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