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Early Historical Records of Shen-hui and His Position among the Sixth Patriarch’s Disciples

Wen-ming Hsu

Associate Professor, Dept. of Philosophy

Beijing Normal University



Summary

Shen Hui was one of Huineng's students, he had great contribution to setting of Huineng's position as

the Sixth Patriarch of Chan School and enlarging the influence of South Sect ,but he wasn't the only

successor appointed by Huineng. This article conclude 3 main parts ,first part say about Shen Hui's first

meeting with Hui Neng as a 13 or 14 years old boy ,second part say about he leaved Cao Xi and came

back some years later, then leaved again ,third part say about he acclaimed that he was the Seventh

Patriarch of Chan School and fabricated a absurd 8 Patriarchies. The conclusion is Shen Hui had

contribution to Chan School , especially for South Sect ,but he made a lot of mistake too ,so we must

research him fairly, cannot only see one side.
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Early Historical Records of Shen-hui and His Position among the Sixth Patriarch’s Disciples

Wen-ming Hsu
Associate Professor, Dept. of Philosophy

Beijing Normal University

Summary

Shen Hui was one of Huineng's students, he had great contribution to setting of Huineng's position as
the Sixth Patriarch of Chan School and enlarging the influence of South Sect ,but he wasn't the only
successor appointed by Huineng. This article conclude 3 main parts ,first part say about Shen Hui's first
meeting with Hui Neng as a 13 or 14 years old boy ,second part say about he leaved Cao Xi and came
back some years later, then leaved again ,third part say about he acclaimed that he was the Seventh
Patriarch of Chan School and fabricated a absurd 8 Patriarchies. The conclusion is Shen Hui had
contribution to Chan School , especially for South Sect ,but he made a lot of mistake too ,so we must

research him fairly, cannot only see one side.
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