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A Look at the Contemporary Relationship between



Confucianism and Buddhism from the Criticism on
Buddhism in Ch'uan-shan's Study on the Book of

Changes

Chien-hsun Lin
Lecturer, Dept. of Chinese Literature
National Central University

Summary

This research paper is mainly a discussion of Wang, Quan Shan's (= Ejﬁp ) critique of Buddhism, more
specifically, it is a discussion of Wang, Quan Shan's (= ﬁ*jﬁp [) thoughts on the principal differences
between Buddhism and Confucianism and of the points-in-common between them in modern times.

The main difference lies in the question of whether moral virtue is created or not.

From the perspective of Confucianism, the source of the creation of moral virtue is not only a source in
its value, but at the same time, it gives significance and meaning to phenomena because of their source
in origin. This is taken from the viewpoint of the literati regarding the world's myriad phenomena. The
source of the world's myriad phenomena is based in the origin of moral virtue. Confucianism calls this

the Principle of Heaven (<Z£/tian-lii) .

From Wang, Quan Shan (= Jﬂﬁp [) down to Shi Li Xiong (%54 77), Jun Yi Tang (‘?ﬁ[{%&) , and Zong
San Mou (Er‘ =), this view was kept by them all. The concept of compassion in Buddhism is closely
related to the concept of moral virtue in Confucianism. However, Buddhism emphasizes the goal of
nirvana and liberation from suffering as its main principles rather than dwelling on the value of moral
virtue. The Buddha had worked for the benefit of all sentient beings by practicing compassion in the
Mabhayana spirit. This was a practical and real life expression of Confucianism's principle of moral

virtue.

In Buddhism's theory on realistic spiritual cultivation, the emphasis is on liberation from suffering and
the attainment of happiness. Buddhism negates any form of metaphysical speculation. Instead, it

focuses on the theory of realizing wisdom that cognizes emptiness. As a result, it leads to the



perspective that all phenomena-based theories are invalid and that they are only objects of the
dissolution of conditioned phenomena. Thus, any direct metaphysical discussions concerning the

concepts of compassion and moral virtue are not really possible.

Even though the ideas of compassion and moral virtue are not really discussible as phenomena-based
theories in Buddhism, compassion and moral virtue still tend to be viewed as principles of value.
According to Marx, they can be viewed as something that can be known in background, but difficult to
be known directly. Thus, it can be said that compassion and moral virtue in the world exists in
background as unborn conditioned phenomena. But, it need not be directly discussed from the

perspective of phenomena-based theory.

As a result, we can say that transcendental wisdom and compassion are simultaneously arisen. If there
is no compassion, then there is no transcendental wisdom. Without transcendental wisdom, there does
not exist genuine compassion. Transcendental wisdom is Buddhism's realization of the world, and
compassion is at the same time arisen in background to this realization. The two cannot be considered
separately. The Confucian perspective of using the issue of whether moral virtue exists or not to
criticize Buddhism is then not actually appropriate because the main emphasis of Buddhism lies not in
this issue. From the perspective of the Buddhist spirit, the two are not contradictory. From this, we can

begin to find the points-in-common between Confucianism and Buddhism.
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