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Primitive Eight Trigram and Posterior Eight Diagrams

Lin-Wen Wang

College of General Studies, Yuan Ze University, Taoyuan, Taiwan

In learning I-Ching, most of people share the same opinions that primitive eight trigram was
arranged by Fuxi and posterior eight diagrams by King Wen of Zhou state; the former was regarded
as body and the latter as function. When we put the Primitive Eight Trigram in the nine-square grid
(see figure 1), hexagram Kun will be seen in north (N), Qian in south (S), Li in east (E), and Kan in
west (W) (Note: the ancient orientation drawing is up and down for south and north, contrary to the
modern one with up and down for north and south). But when we put Posterior Eight Diagrams in
nine-square grid (see figure 2), then hexagram Kan will be seen in north (N), Li in south (S), Zhen in
east (E), and Dui in west (W). Furthermore, the ancient people had ever taken the eight diagrams as a
family, in which Qian stands for father, Kan for mother, Zhen for the eldest son, Kun for the middle
son, Xun for the youngest son, Gen for the eldest daughter, Li for the middle daughter and the Dui
for the youngest daughter.

We can image a situation that a family has a house with nine rooms, each of which is paired
with a family member except the central room for none. Accordingly we see in figure 1 that the
family members are placed in eight diagrams with mother staying in the northern room, father in
southern room (see figure 6). When children all grow up, we may have the room accommodation
made properly in light of Posterior Eight Diagrams and will get the result as illustrated in figure 7.

In addition to the interpretation of the above-stated phenomena, the paper also unfolds the path
of Primitive Eight Trigram transforming into Posterior Eight Diagrams by using geometric figures:
for example, hexagram Kan lives in the first room in Primitive Eight Trigram but in the sixth room in
Posterior Eight Diagrams; hexagram Kun in the eighth Room in Primitive Eight Trigram but in the
second room in Posterior Eight Diagrams. How the sequence of the room number is organized in
Primitive Eight Trigram and in Posterior Eight Diagrams respectively can be expressed in a more
clear way through the presentation of mathematical function of “diagrams and orientation” and

“orientation and sequence”.

Keywords: Primitive Eight Trigram, Posterior Eight Diagrams, Eight Diagrams, function
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