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On Eminent Monks in the Political History of China: 
 Examples from Fotucheng, Phags-pa, Yao Guangxiao 

Jia-Horng Chang 
Capital Foundation, Taipei, Taiwan 

Each eminent Buddhist monk in the history of China had his own special feature. Beyond the 
traditional definition of " eminent monk ", there were some Buddhist monks making good use of 
their talent and involvement in political system where they obtained political influence and even 
made the significant changes. This article tries to describe two things. One is to define eminent 
monks in the history of China from the political perspective. The other is to point out three 
outstanding Buddhist monks in the Chinese history, namely Fotucheng, Phags-pa, and Yao 
Guangxiao, under this definition. Their inputs and outputs in the political system and their motives 
are discussed, and then compared with those of other similar people. Finally, induction and detection 
are found out as a historical viewpoint research. 
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