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On Cultivation and Unique Interpretation of Describing the
Indescribable: A Discourse on the Diamond Sutra

‘Wang Ruoxi
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University

Abstract

In the Diamond Sutra, aspiration, cultivation, and subduing the mind are all
related to spiritual practices. Describing the Indescribable: A Discourse on the
Diamond Sutra states that aspiration actually refers to aspiring to a mind of compassion
and equality. It also states that the importance of cultivation lies in the thought that
there is nothing to be attained and shall be without deluded conceptualization. In
fact, the antidote for delusive conceptualization is to subdue the defiled mind. The
interpretation of the Diamond Sutra in conjunction with traditional analysis of
Describing the Indescribable: A Discourse on the Diamond Sutra in terms of no-form
cultivation, reveals that Describing the Indescribable: A Discourse on the Diamond
Sutra has incorporated various traditional commentaries and proposed its own

perspective on life and cultivation.
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