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The Contemporary Evolution of the Concept of the Buddha
in Humanistic Buddhism:
From Master Yin Shun to Venerable Master Hsing Yun

Yi Jiahui
Ph.D. Candidate, Chinese Philosophy of the Philosophy Department, Nanjing University

Abstract

The concept of the Buddha referred to by Master Yin Shun is based on his in-
depth study of Early Buddhism, Sectarian Buddhism, and Mahayana Buddhism.
This ideology is strongly personal but closely related to the needs of the times.
On the other hand, compared with Master Taixu and Master Yin Shun, Venerable
Master Hsing Yun is a leader of contemporary Humanistic Buddhist thoughts
and practices. On the basis of his predecessors, Venerable Master Hsing Yun has
brought the concept of the Buddha in Humanistic Buddhism to another level.
Hence, Buddhism has become even more adapted to contemporary society for its
realistic and universal values, as well as making outstanding contributions to the

contemporary evolution of the concept of the Buddha.

Keywords: Master Yin Shun, Venerable Master Hsing Yun, concept of the Buddha,

Humanistic Buddhism
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