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Examining the Past and Present, Envisioning the Future:
A Study on Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Theory of Art
and Its Contributions to Humanistic Buddhism

Di Qi’an

Professor, Conservatory of Music, Shanghai University

Abstract

Together with the teachings of Sakyamuni Buddha, Buddhist arts in the form
of sculpture, music, and others were conveyed as Buddhism spread to China. In this
modern time, the question whether religion could produce beautiful pieces of art for
humanity arises. A great religious leader must be capable of examining the past and
present, as well as envisioning the future. In the propagation of Dharma, such a leader
may use the teachings of the religion as the inspiration and means of art-making,
thereby leaving a legacy for future generations. This paper focuses on Venerable
Master Hsing Yun’s theory of art and an analysis of its contributions to Humanistic
Buddhism.

Keywords: Buddhist art, statue, sculpture, stone carving, hymn
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