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An Analysis of the Role of Domination Played by
the Venerable Dushun in His Stories: A View from
the Perspective of Weberian Sociology

Pu Wang

Associate Professor, Department of History,
School of History and Archives, Yunnan University

Abstract

The Venerable Dushun, the First Patriarch in the Huayan zong
(Flower Garland School) with the title of “Sacred Heart”, was renowned
for his unsurpassed achievements in Buddhist history. However the
monographs on Dushun’s life have never been more. Based upon some
Buddhist terms, such as eightfold path, six perfections, six supernormal
powers and three fields of merit, the author tries to suggest a new
interpretation of the ‘stories’ of Dushun in sociology using Weberian
concept of three pure types of legitimate domination. It is hoped that

this study will broaden the researchers’ horizons in a degree.

Keywords: Dushun, story, domination, Weberian sociology, Huayan

zong (Flower Garland School), incarnation
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Ephraim Fischoff et al. 2 vols. Berkley: University of California Press. 1978, p. 53.

4 Max Weber 1978, p.212. % : Herrschaft o] $& 7R [G] 35 +% 9% 2% Fy domination ( 37
fic ) dhauthority (f#fz) » HA#E7H imperative coordination ({7 ) ~ leadership
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% Max Weber 1978, p. 248.

" Max Weber, The Religion of India: The Sociology of Hinduism and Buddhism.
Trans. Hans H. Gerth and Don Martindale. Glencoe: The Free Press. 1958, pp. 49-
51.

7' Max Weber 1978, p. 284.

2 See Ruth Benedict, The Chrysanthemum and the Sword. Boston & New York:
Mariner Books. 2005, pp. 68-70.
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Tulku Thondup, Incarnation: The History and Mysticism of the Tulku Tradition of
Tibet. Boston & London: Shambhala. 2011, p. 1.

7 Tulku Thondup 2011, p. 21; p. 145, n. 3.
" Tulku Thondup 2011, p. 2.
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