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The Legend of Founder of Longji Ch’an Temple:
The Literary Strategies of
“The Story of an Ape Listening to Sutra”

Si Tou, Sau Ieng *
Abstract

“The Story of An Ape Listening to Sutra” in the Jian Deng
Yu Hua B5FSEREL written by Li Changqi 25l (1376-1452) is a
story about the legend of Longji Ch’an Temple HEJEi#<F which
was located in Li’s hometown Luling. The story tells a fantastic tale
developed during the creation of the temple in Southern Tang Dynasty
and the restoration of the temple in late Southern Song Dynasty. The
cause and effect of the construction and reconstruction spanning two
hundred years is linked by the legend of an ape listening to sutra and
attaining enlightenment. Although the narrative puts the story of an
ape in the title, its content is much more than the metamorphosis of an
enlightened ape. Besides the enlightened ape, the other two characters
in the text —Master Shaosho FZ{&iERf and Master Zongxuan 5= Z&ji
Al —are historical monks. The first part of this paper will examine the
story in terms of narrative structure so as to figure out the sources of
subject-matter and the inter-textual relationship between the original
sources and themes. The second part of this paper will analyze the

construction of the image of “founder-master” F# [ LIiHE .

" Associate Professor, Department of Chinese, Lingnan University, Hong Kong.
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