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Rev. Ho Bang William Edwardc H 7=

c_

Good Morning.
My name 1s Rev. Ho Bang William Edwards, I am the English teacher here



at Fa Kwang Buddhist College, and I want to welcome all the students
enrolled for this Oct. 1999 school year at Fa Kwang Buddhist College of
Los Angeles. I would also like to express to y ou my deep appreciation
for you having made the decision to continue you education at a Buddhist
college. You young nuns and lay women have a bright future. In fact you
are the future. As a middle-aged Buddhist minister, I find 1t thrilling
to see all of you intelligent young people ready and willing to
courageously carry the teachings of the Buddha into the 21st century for
all of humanity.

Just like you, Buddhism 1s the future. Albert Einstein, the renowned
scientific genius of the 20th century said “If there is any religion that
would cope with the needs of modern science, it would be Buddhism.”
Buddhism has a sspecial mission for the future generations of humanity.
And you talented young Buddhist women are going to be the pioneers of that
mission.

Many of the religions that have been foundational in the past, are
qucikly beginning to fade in the face of new discoveries and technologies.
These religions can't cope with this new age catapulted into existence
by people like Dr. Einstein. And sadly enough, because of this, people
all over our planet are experiencing a deep void in their lives. Just open
a newspaper, and you can see the confusion and despair raging out of
control all over the world.

However, human history has proven that after every era of confusion
and despair, there is always a renaissance. And I firmly believe that you
young Buddhist women are going to be at the forefront of that coming
world-wide renaissance. It will be up toyou to 1ift that void of confusion
and despair through your deep understanding of the Buddha's teachings and
your compassionate dissemination of his Dharma.

And I promise you that I will do all I can as your English instructor
to assist you in develping the writing and speaking skills you will need
for your promising and extraordinary future.

-Thank you.
(5 AUES 1999 & 10 £] 4 [1 - 10 J#R )



