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“ L. Wittgenstein, Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd.

(1922):
1. The world is everything that is the case.
1.1. The world is the totality of facts, no of thing.
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Abstract

Huayen Buddhism classifies Buddhist doctrines according to five
types of teaching: the small teaching, the initial teaching, the final
teaching, the sudden teaching and the perfect teaching. The third
patriarch Fazang(643-712) explains the sudden teaching as true
suchness beyond words. The sudden teaching is marked by the
inexpressible; it combines the small, initial and final teaching with
perfect teaching. However, the interrelation of the expressible and
inexpressible can be distinguished in two ways: the sudden teaching
type and perfect teaching type. Both of them regard the relationship
between the expressible and inexpressible as ‘non-identity and
non-duality’, it means that expressible and inexpressible can not

obstruct each other, but cohere with each other.
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The fourth and fifth Huayen patriarchs who simultaneously were
Chan disciples held that the sudden teaching is nothing but
Chan-school. The Japanese scholar Kamadashigeo proves the
relationship between Huayen and Chan Buddhism in his work The
Collection of Huayen-materials in the Chan-canon (Tokyo 1984
Taishou). The Chan-school promulgated the idea of transmission
beyond teaching directly from mind to mind. It employed the methods
of Gongan to initiate enlightenment. Originally the expressible and
inexpressible of the Gongan in Chan-school is related with the sudden

teaching in Huayan-school.

Huayen and Tiantai Buddhism represent two types of cultural
integration between India and China. Their ultimate level of teaching is
identically called ‘perfect teaching’, but except this commonality there
are some differences. Historically, there was a lot of mutual influence,
exchange and critics between these two schools, in total their dialogue
has been lasting for more than thousand years. Both of them must face
the paradox of the expressible teaching-level and inexpressible truth,
when they instruct sentient beings to experience ultimate truth. For that
reason, their thoughts about limits of language become a necessary
concemn of their philosophy and theoretical speculations. If
Wittgenstein’s standpoint about limits of language is taken into account,

a complex dialogue between the three standpoints of Tiantai, Huayen
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and Wittgenstein can be developed and possibly a new tendency in
Huayen studies might be explored, which might also be fruitful for

shedding light on differences between Huayen and Tiantai.

Key Words:Tientai, Huayen, Wittgenstein, expressible, inexpressible,
non-identity and non-duality, sudden teaching, truth beyond words,

paradox



