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Abstract

According to the German scholar of Religious Stadié.
Mensching, all world religions tend to take shape smteriology,
which always includes two issues they share in comnfirst, in its
general ideal of saving all human beings, sotegglpresupposes the
negative value of profane existence; second, sotgy finds its
expression in a system of ultimate value, whicmfmto the factor of
hope in human existence and represents its positiltee; the latter is
also the sacred because of its inviolability. Whetthe world of
human existence may indicate this hope relies erré¢ference of the

profane to the sacred. However, there is a tend&ietween the
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positive value of the sacred and negative valuthefprofane, which
is closely related with a semiotic problem: If thrld of human
existence embodies a negative value, how can lit refier to the
sacred finding its expression as ultimate value?wHmust be
understood referential correlation between the eshend profane in
those concepts of various soteriological traditiofsvorld religions?
In other words, the correspondence between thdfgigg world of

our existence and the signified sacred meaning nbestome a
philosophical problem in religious semiotics whiato type of
soteriology can neglect; and this problem belongsthte field of
religious philosophy. | would say that both the tees tradition of
negative theology and the Tiantai Buddhist specuhat on

‘non-duality between traces and origin’ obviouslpim to this

philosophical issue in religious semiotics.

In De Divinis Nominibus Dionysios Areopagita appropriates
Neoplatonic semiotics to explain the relationshgtween God and
world; the world of our existence is a copy or shadf the original
of God, therefore the two are not identical butikim which means
that, ultimately, there is a gap between them; logioally, the
hierarchy of two levels of being — those of God avatld — points to
God’'s transcendence. However, just because of diaiarity, the
world could be seen as an image, whereas God wmilthe original,
the world depicts God. In other words, the worldthe signifying

sign and God the signified meaning. Again, becawde the
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ontological gap between the signified and signifyithe two are not
identical, and therefore, ultimately, the signifiemhnot be designated
as well as the signifying, ultimately, remains ayakve mode of the
signified. Areopagita says that God is related e world like the
stamp, which can imprint yet cannot be found iniitgrints. This
simile expresses that the relation between thefgigg and signified
corresponds to the ontological transcendence ofsdwed towards

the profane.

Keywords: Negative Theology, Tiantai School, Satgy,
Semiotics, Signifying, Signified, Root and Tracedpn-Duality

between/of the Sacred and Profane.



