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Eye-cons;

Mental-conss

Oe;= external object at t;; Eye;=the eye organ at ti;
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Mental-cons;=the mental consciousness at t3;
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Ha. How, then, is it understood that cognition has two

forms?

k. 11ab. that cognition has two forms is [known] from the
difference between the cognition of the object and the

cognition of that [cognition];...

Hb. Further, [if the cognition had only one form, either that
of the object or of itself,] then the object which was

cognized by a preceding cognition could not appear in a
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succeeding cognition. Why? Because that [object of the

preceding cognition does not exist when the succeeding

cognition arises and] could not be the object of the latter.

Hence it is proved that cognition has two forms.
Hc-1. [That cognition has two forms follows]
k. 1lc. later also from [the fact of] recollection—

This [expression] “later also from [the fact of] recollection”
(in k. 1lc) refers back to “cognition has two forms” (in £.
11ab). Some time after [we have perceived a certain object],
there occurs [to our mind] the recollection of our cognition
as well as the recollection of the object. So it stands that
cognition is of two form. (Hattori (1968) » F 29-30 ; & 4

\/1.;
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Abstract

This article investigates the theory held by the Sautrantika
master Srilata about how the mental consciousness cognizes non-
existent objects and the criticism thereof from the Sarvastivada
master Samghabhadra. Different from the ontological scheme of
“all dharmas are real in the past, present and future,” Srilata starts
from the ontological scheme of momentariness and has to face the
difficulty of how non-existent objects can cause the mental
consciousness to arise. This article explores the issue in question
by dividing it into three cases: (1) How does the mental
consciousness that succeeds a sensory consciousness cognize an
external object that does not exist when the mental consciousness
arises? (2) How does the mental consciousness memorize, i.e.,

cognize a long-past object that one has experienced? (3) How
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does the mental consciousness cognize a past object that one has
not experienced or a future object? Under these three cases, this
article explores the various strategies proposed by Srilata for
resolving the difficulties, and the criticism thereof from
Samghabhadra. This article sides with Samghabhadra’s criticism,
but suggests that the irresolvable difficulties actually motivate
further development of Buddhist epistemology. After Srilata,
Dignaga’s idea that cognition consists of two aspects, namely,
within every cognition there is a mental image of the object, can

successfully defends itself against Samghabhadra’s criticism.
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