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6 g0 - 208 © Damien Keown, “Asking the Right Questions,” The Nature of
Buddhist Ethics, Houndmills: Palgrave, 2001, pp. 6-8.

216 ity e Lo )/ OO ~E=Z 2 - LT p

FE FH AR R IS s L > B ] et A iy SR AE A FE Y SRR
WIRLE R RERYEIE - REHH EOKGMERYSHER - ey SAEEENE L
T F H RTTRARY PR SRR - 82 N2 RHEIRE B8~ DR ER
FORI%ER & — (ERRE IS B - &5 Dl— iRV RIE - ks thE R
3

= - BUE e EBHRIE L EER

TN LR - SRR AR > SRR B m R Ty B A 0L
B (reality) Wy—[EIEE 5 5 7 BUREIRFLRERAYEE - /8] f R
EERTEMEPTE (reality as it truly is ) ~ fREEZEAE (fundamental
reality ) ~ FABREAE (ultimate reality ) ~ (353E ) EHHEGEM: (dharmata
/ the intrinsic nature of the factors or constituents (of anything);
reality ) ~ 22T EAH ( thorough reality ) »

BRSBTS - RS - IR =mE - H
— o AL T SR AR IOR AT R NS i B R SRR P Y BRPE B AE BE
117888 B8 KT G2 TR = FISPEE » A R Sl £ RE KT B Pl A B ] -
BB S B - SRR —E e ? 5 - HEE L R
AR A7 (B F B BR P BHE 2R TR R (B (B FIBT R B 5 - 45
SRR ~ 5 5E ~ 5 - BB I - Sl 1B - EEAR
HRFEE > i S A A (BB F By B e that g L B X2
R Ry — I ? B = B EAVR SRR Bl 22 YIn

" HARE ER o TTRE N (TR Tl EREHREAR A N R S R ¢
DU b A dn R0y 2 B AR B MENT S DR B R ) (ZE KB
SIEY) 5532 ) (2006 4E 10 H ) » B 127-131, 141-142.



ATE AP EEHAES 8BRS o g ko) S apagied 217

M KRB MR REEHEERE » REEREML S BF
MDA REUEEA ERIEET7 ~ P - BRI ~ e -
(2 ~ Hidh ~ 559k ~ 28 BB it g mE - HrlEE
AR ~ UidT ~ BEs ~ ot ~ B ~ #55% ~ IR - BlGm - #FH
e BT SRR AR T » MM 2% - DL
BRER - EBE - BRI o TR - R e A E
LR XERIET - gt ' - X R —E
Hig ?°

BEARIE EBAOERRAE Y S B A - T HAR A S R R AH R Ry
PRERY— AR BT AR 0 BIRTEEH  BhAanREARYIE LAY
FERVRE > BRI AER BN BT R 8 — i #ilg -

LA A R BAAYIE L BRERT - B EAHERE - B\ JE
Himd « H— AR aEEGEE 2 G4 aEEE
H=> ARERKESNGHE LY FREEESHmE HA -
A BRI E S 5N BRE I RRAYEER s H AR MR GRE
He - AREGARGWERGE 2/ GRHARHRNGRE -

’ BT ETE o HE S50 AFT#5E > 7] 25 1 Jim Baggott, 4 Beginner s Guide
to Reality, London: Penguin Books, 2005. [h4h - 225§ : Mario Bunge, Chasing
Reality: Strife over Realism, Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2006; Robert
Kirk, Relativism and Reality: A Contemporary Introduction, London: Routledge,
1999; Peter Loptson, Reality: Fundamental Topics in Metaphysics, Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 2001; Robert Neville (ed.), Ultimate Realities: A
Volume in the Comparative Religious Ideas Project, Albany: State University of

New York Press, 2001.

218 r @ity e Lo )/ OO ~AEZ 2 - LT p

(—) H B o B A i

A ¢ Adn Z EAHR T 2

AR DUk SR 21 5 P ag i B AHBL 2 A (nature ) BARE
(essence ) » AIGE—EamE @ KRy © A AR E ? 4
KEZHEE?

R A an B EER > BAEER > BEEEER SR
AR - B MIF R IR 2

A= AR A d BB Ryl P4 dr ey B AR
HHH?

(bR ) BR R B — s (AR PR R B A
FIAME ~ A8 ~ SEESEHMRRE R —K - DIEREHRER A2
AN~ AE -~ SRR ZHNE - R G RER - A2
— BB B A E A ~ KB ~ BiE R - 4 2 IRET EAHRE A
IR -

(=) G R & H i E

i — ARl K H AN ?

i ARl AR H Y ?

A= AR A AT B TR T BAR 2 SRINTERY - ZAMET
B - R BEITER X AMETTBEY - B2 BEIEPITER X IESMET
Bk 2’

’ FHEAST &y > 7] 2B @ Jenny Teichman, “Humanism and the Meaning of Life,”
Ratio: An International Journal of Analytic Philosophy 6/2 (December 1993):
155-164.



4 AR L BMP RS AR A F S PR S fore a0 & 409 angaried 219

AMAEPY © B B2

(B8 ) HREa Z HIEY (purpose in life) » RIZE i f H 8K
HARIERGmE - R > B SRR - B2 IR IES - A
AUHERRE SIS, > DUR AL BRI K = 5K w] RE B E YA AR -
SLLLIRR > 20 VYRS - FERIEREER LK eE - H— B2EWA
BEZMARE - B2 B2ORSXEERENBRZE - 1
= R INEE AHR AL S RIES o Y Z A rTREnsRus £E
AR ALY 2T -

(1) A ey HAVRRRE > iF G fE A S S AR - AlthRei

v THRAET & > ®] 2B © Sarah French, Stephen Joseph, “Religiosity and its
Association with Happiness, Purpose in Life, and Self-actualisation,” Mental
Health, Religion & Culture 2/2 (November 1999): 117-120; Hudson Hoagland,
“Reflections on the Purpose of Life,” Zygon: Journal of Religion and Science 6/1
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3 FHEAE & > n] 22 B8 : Pedro Gonzélez, Fragments: Essays in Subjectivity,
Individuality, and Autonomy, New York: Algora Publishing, 2005; Jorge Gracia,
Individuality: An Essay on the Foundations of Metaphysics, Albany: State
University of New York Press, 1988; James Lamiell, Beyond Individual and
Group Differences: Human Individuality, Scientific Psychology, and William
Stern’s Critical Personalism, Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, 2003; Michael
Levenson, Modernism and the Fate of Individuality: Character and Novelistic
Formfrom Conrad to Woolf, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004.

7FB§§,J w0 n]22RY : Judith Harris, No Two Alike: Human Nature and Human
Individuality, New York: W. W. Norton, 2006; Daniel Nettle, Personality: What
Makes You the Way You Are, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007; Duane
Schultz, Sydney Schultz, Theories of Personality, 8th edition, Belmont:
Wadsworth Publishing, 2004.
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S THREAE & > n]22B4 © James Giles, “The No-self Theory: Hume, Buddhism, and
Personal Identity,” Philosophy East & West 43/2 (April 1993): 175-200; Sue
Hamilton, Identity and Experience: The Constitution of the Human Being
According to Early Buddhism, London: Luzac Oriental, 1996; Gereon Kopf,
Beyond Personal Identity: Dogen, Nishida, and a Phenomenology of No-self,
Richmond: Curzon, 2001; Richard Lints and et al. (eds.), Personal Identity in
Theological Perspective, Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2006;
Albert Musschenga and et al. (eds.), Personal and Moral Identity, Dordrecht:
Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2002; Raymond Martin, John Barresi (eds.),
Personal Identity, Malden: Blackwell Publishing, 2003; Raymond Martin, John
Barresi, The Rise and Fall of Soul and Self: An Intellectual History of Personal
Identity, New York: Columbia University Press, 2006; Harold Noonan, Personal
Identity, 2nd edition, London: Routledge, 2003; John Perry, Identity, Personal
Identity, and the Self, Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 2002; Mark Siderits,
Personal Identity and Buddhist Philosophy: Empty Persons, Burlington: Ashgate
Publishing Press, 2003.

" FHREETEE 7220 ¢ Kim Atkins (ed.), Self and Subjectivity, Malden: Blackwell
Publishers, 2005; Steven Collins, Selfless Persons: Imagery and Thought in
Theravada Buddhism, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982; A. P. Craig,
What is the Self?: A Philosophy of Psychology, Lewiston: Edwin Mellen Press,

2005; Harvie Ferguson, Modernity and Subjectivity: Body, Soul, Spirit,
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Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 2000; James Giles, No Self to be
Found: The Search for Personal Identity, Lanham: University Press of America,
1997; Donald Hall, Subjectivity, New York: Routledge, 2004; Sue Hamilton,
Early Buddhism - A New Approach: The I of the Beholder, Richmond: Curzon
Press, 2000; Ruth Robbins, Subjectivity, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005;
Richard Sorabji, Self : Ancient and Modern Insights about Individuality, Life, and
Death, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2006; Robert Strozier, Foucault, Subjectivity,
and Identity: Historical Constructions of Subject and Self, Detroit: Wayne State
University Press, 2002; Paul Vitz, Susan Felch (eds.), The Self: Beyond the
Postmodern Crisis, Wilmington: ISI Books, 2006; Dan Zahavi, Subjectivity and
Selfhood: Investigating the First-person Perspective, Cambridge: The MIT Press,
2005.
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Problem, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001.
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’ THEA ST & > 7] 22F] © Judith Crane, “On the Metaphysics of Species,” Philosophy
of Science 71 (2004): 156-173; David Stamos, The Species Problem: Biological
Species, Ontology, and the Metaphysics of Biology, Lanham: Lexington Books,
2003; Mary Winsor, The Creation of the Essentialism Story: An Exercise in

Metahistory, Firenze: Olschki, 2006.
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? THEAE &R » 7] 22BH © Noam Chomsky, Michel Foucault, The Chomsky-Foucault
Debate: On Human Nature, New York: New Press, 2006; P. M. S. Hacker,
Human Nature: The Categorial Framework, Malden: Blackwell Publishing, 2007;
Louis Pojman, Who Are We?: Theories of Human Nature, New York: Oxford
University Press, 2006; Justin Skirry, Descartes And the Metaphysics of Human
Nature, London: Continuum, 2005; Leslie Stevenson (ed.), The Study of Human
Nature: A Reader, 2nd edition, New York: Oxford University Press, 2000; Robin
Wells, Johnjoe McFadden (eds.), Human Nature: Fact and Fiction -- Literature,
Science and Human Nature, London: Continuum, 2006.

0 THESST & > 7] 2] @ Harold Baillie, Timothy Casey (eds.), Is Human Nature
Obsolete?: Genetics, Bioengineering, and the Future of the Human Condition,
Cambridge: The MIT Press, 2005; David Buller, Adapting Minds: Evolutionary
Psychology and the Persistent Quest for Human Nature, Cambridge: The MIT
Press, 2005; Leonard Lawlor, This Is Not Sufficient: An Essay on Animality and
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Human Nature in Derrida, New York: Columbia University Press, 2007; Roger
Smith, Being Human: Historical Knowledge and the Creation of Human Nature,
Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2007.
2 THEE T & » W 228 : Joseph Campbell and et al. (eds.), Freedom and
Determinism, Cambridge: The MIT Press, 2004; Neil Campbell, Freedom,
Determinism, and Responsibility: Readings in Metaphysics, Upper Saddle River:
Prentice Hall, 2002; Ted Honderich, How Free Are You?: The Determinism

Problem, 2nd edition, New York: Oxford University Press, 2002; Ted Honderich,
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On Determinism and Freedom, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2005.
= THEAST & > nI 220 © Leszek Kolakowski, Why Is There Something Rather Than
Nothing?: 23 Questions from Great Philosophers, translated by Agnieszka

Kolakowska, New York: Basic Books, 2007; Bede Rundle, Why there is
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Something rather than Nothing, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2004.
? THEAST & » 7] 22B4 © Freeman Dyson, A Many-colored Glass: Reflections on the

Place of Life in the Universe, Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2007.
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g THEAST & > nI 2] © Matt Carter, Minds and Computers: An Introduction to the
Philosophy of Artificial Intelligence, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press,
2007; Michael Johnson, Mind, Language, Machine: Artificial Intelligence
in the Poststructuralist Age, London: Macmillan, 1988.

7FE§§H #y > W] 2B]  Lorraine Daston, Gregg Mitman (eds.), Thinking with
Animals: New Perspectives on Anthropomorphism, New York: Columbia
University Press, 2005; Donald Griffin, Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to
Consciousness, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001; Paul Shepard,
Thinking Animals: Animals and the Development of Human Intelligence, Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 1998.
: FHREAET & > W] 2284 © Martin Carrier, Jiirgen Mittelstrass, Mind, Brain, Behavior:
The Mind-Body Problem and the Philosophy of Psychology, Berlin: Walter de
Gruyter, 1995; Chris Frith, Making up the Mind: How the Brain Creates Our
Mental World, Malden: Blackwell Publishers, 2007; Benjamin Libet, Mind Time:
The Temporal Factor in Consciousness, Cambridge: Harvard University Press,

2005.
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! FHREAE & > n]2:B © Raymond Gibbs, Jr., Embodiment and Cognitive Science,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006; Robert Kirk, Mind and Body,
Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2003; Irving Krakow, Why the
Mind-Body Problem CANNOT be Solved!: Some Final Conclusions in the
Philosophy of Mind, Lanham: University Press of America, 2002; George Lakoff,
Mark Johnson, Philosophy in the Flesh: The Embodied Mind and its Challenge to
Western Thought, New York: Basic Books, 1999; Cynthia Macdonald, Mind-body
Identity Theories, London: Routledge, 1989; Colin McGinn, Minds and Bodies:
Philosophers and Their Ideas, New York: Oxford University Press, 1997; Adrian
Moulyn, Mind-Body: A Pluralistic Interpretation of Mind-Body Interaction
Under the Guidelines of Time, Space, and Movement, New York: Greenwood
Press, 1991; Morton Wagman, Cognitive Science and the Mind-Body Problem:
From Philosophy to Psychology to Artificial Intelligence to Imaging of the Brain,
Westport: Praeger, 1998.

7FB§§H #y » m22BH ¢ Anita Avramides, Other Minds, London: Routledge, 2001;
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Categories of Topics and Examples of
Questions concerning Philosophy of Life: From
Multiple Perspectives of Metaphysics,
Philosophy of Mind, and Epistemology

Yao-ming Tsai
Associate Professor

Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University

Abstract

In order for philosophy of life to be unfolded in academics, this
paper endeavours to deal with the subject matter from fields of
metaphysics, philosophy of mind, and epistemology. In each field,
categories of significant topics are set up, the supporting examples are
given, and key concepts or questions among them are picked out,
examined, and theorized. As a beginning probe into the subject matter,
this paper intends to draw a complete outline of the categories, topics,

and questions related to philosophy of life.

The structure of this paper is divided into six sections in terms of
definition, clarification, questioning, examination, and theorization.
The first section, “Introduction,” points out the theme and gives a

general outline of the theme. The second section, “Building up
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Philosophy of Life,” embarks on basic tasks, including defining both
life and philosophy of life, distinguishing topics from examples of
questions, setting up the categories of topics for further explorations by
means of the branches of philosophy, and underlining significant
functions of questioning in philosophizing. The third section,
“Inquiring into Life in Metaphysical Way,” concerns the related
categories formed by reality, and asks eight types of questions, listed in
the sequence as follows: the reality of life, purpose in life, having an
impression as entities or individualities, having an impression as
process, having an impression as steps in the process, types of sentient
beings and their natures, the quality of life itself, and the system of
lifeworlds. The fourth section, “Inquiring into Life in Terms of
Philosophy of Mind,” poses questions about the relations of mental
states to life, death to mental process, mental process to soul or self,
and then points out the equivalence between the reality of mental states
and the reality of life. The fifth section, “Inquiring into Life in Terms of
Epistemology,” deals with four types of questions—cognizing and
judging life, cognition and life, knowledge and life, and meaning of
life—and critically scrutinizes the last in particular. The sixth section,
“Conclusions and Prospects,” summarizes the main results that have
been obtained and points out some areas that still need further

exploration.

The contribution of this paper lies, at least, in an attempt to change

the direction and make a breakthrough in the following three aspects:
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the scope of life, the research method, and the topics relevant to life.
Regarding the scope of life, it, as this paper shows, is built up by
process of life, lifeworlds, and the reality of life. That is to say, the
viewpoint of this paper does not limit itself in the sphere of human life,
living surroundings, locality, or human characteristics. Next, the
method is modified, especially concerning the perspective of research.
(a) In order to properly develop a theoretical description of the process
of life, rather than clinging to substantialistic concepts of being or
entities which will end up in the static thoughts tied up with words or
phrases, the perspective is as process-like and dynamic as possible. (b)
In order to properly unfold lifeworlds, the perspective of this paper
does not treat daily experiences and material sciences as the exclusive
or an overall dimension, but makes itself as multiple as possible. (¢) In
order to properly reveal the reality of life, this paper departs from the
perspective of emptiness and non-duality and carefully employs
negative terms. By so doing, the result will not turn out to be cliches
derived from the borrowing of referents, nor will it be trapped in
isolation or quandary of opposition resulted from the usage of opposite
concepts. In the final point, the philosophical brooding upon topics,
especially of purpose in life and meaning of life, is in an unprecedented
way because it not only avoids many possible traps leading to plight but

also unwraps the clues for investigating these topics.



