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Encounter between civilizations:

cross-fertilization of I-Ching traditions and Buddhism ideas

Hung-Yi Jan
Department of International Trade
China Institute of Technology, Taipei, TAIWAN

Itistheauthor’sbelief that human sciences or cultural sciences should have contribu-
tionsto make during the cross-fertilization of 1-Ching traditionsand Buddhismideas. Starting
from this belief, the author borrows the ideas of focal consciousness and subsidiary con-
sciousnessfrom Michael Polanyi to makeaheuristicframework for further exploration. Against
this backdrop, the author agrees with Karl Jaspers: some intelligent people in major high
civilizationsfound the transcendental world during 900~600 B.C., and | eft abundant symbols
behind. I-Ching interpretation tradition is one of those great heritages. It influences those
who liveinthe Chinesecivilization deeply and greatly.

The core question of thispaper is: how do those who built their world views on I-Ching
absorb Buddhism that came from the West, and in which form can thiscultural interaction fit?
To answer thisquestion, thispaper isdivided into two major parts. First, the author constructs
thethinking modeof |-Ching asimagethinking, systematic thinking, and dial ecticthinking. By
image thinking, the author meansthat each of sixty-four hexagramsthat makeup I-Chingis
composed of six lines, either straight or broken. A straight line signifies Yang and abrokenline
isYin. These six lines belong to three categories: Heaven, Earth, and Humanity, putting the
Humanity inthe middle asthe organizer of theworld. This* Tai-Chi, Yin/Yang, and threelev-
els” isflowing from the image of each hexagram. Furthermore, any changed line can only be
interpreted by putting it in the hexagram system, vis-a-vis 64-hexagram big system and non-
system. I-Ching alsoreflectsHegelian dialecticsinitstext, too. Thetranscendental noumenon
has aglimpse of thought and reaches thisworld through self-negation, experiencesthe phe-
nomenon world, ends with the secondary harmony. Thiskind of I-Ching thinking has pen-
etrated every cultural beingthat iswillingtolearnfromit.

Next, the author exploresthree examplesto illustrate how Chinese monks absorb the
Buddhism ideas based on |-Ching thinking mode. They are Masters Zhih Zhe, Zung Mi, and
Ou-yi Zhi-xu. Master Zhih Zhe's* One-citta, three-vipaldyana” isisomorphic with “One Tai-
Chi, three-level s’ mode. Hisgreat efforts and contributionsto eval uating Buddhistic teach-
ings and putting into proper positions may beinspired by 1-Ching aswell. Zung Mi’sidea of
Picture dlayacamedirectly from Zhou | Tsan Ton Chi, abook of interpreting I-Ching during
Eastern Han Dynasty. Ou-yi Zhi-xu embodied the trend of Confucianism, Taoism, and Bud-
dhism integrating with each other in histime. He even had written Zhou | Zen Jie, which
recorded hisinterpretation of I-Chingin Buddhistic symbols.

In conclusion, theauthor borrows seven types of civilizational encounter from Donald J.
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Puchala and thinksthat the case of |-Ching and Buddhism interaction can best fit the type of
cross-fertilization. In the end the author highlights|-Ching asanideational “roundabout” and

avehiclefor self-emancipation.

Keywords: 1-Ching, Master Zhih Zhe, Master Zung Mi, Master Ou-yi Zhi-xu,
civilizational encounter
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