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Fu Shan and Buddhism:
Fu Shan’s Elucidation and Use of Buddhist Learning

Chih-Shing Huang

Yuan Kuang Institute of Buddhist Studies

Summary

The characteristic of Fu Shan’s(f i) learning lies in its
inclusiveness; it contains all schools of learning, including Buddhist
and Taoist thoughts, not limited to any one area or any narrow
academic bias. And the kernel of his learning is Buddhist thought.
However, Fu Shan’s Buddhist thought is usually elucidated through
and reciprocally influenced by the thoughts of Lao-ze (&%) and
Zhuang-ze (F¥); it transcends previous theories in many ways and
even goes beyond the Buddhist ideological system. Therefore, he
has unique ideas in many fields of Buddhist learning. Furthermore,
Fu Shan lived in the last years of the Ming Dynasty and the early
years of the Qing Dynasty (&), a period of rapid changes in
academic thoughts and political, social, and economic conditions.
He was greatly concerned with the worldly affairs, and his
expounding of Buddhist learning unavoidably displayed an impact of
the time, indicating his responses to the related problems. The
secular aspects strongly influenced his Buddhist ideas and manifested
themselves in his Buddhist ideological system. Fu Shan was
well-versed in Buddhism, and even assimilated it in his whole life.
So in his elucidation of philosophical propositions he used many
Buddhist ideas, and though the treatises were not confined to
Buddhism, they helped to expand and develop Buddhism, employing
the Buddhist thinking process and elaborating on Buddhist doctrines.
This paper is an attempt to give a clear and overall analysis of the
related issues and provide a reasonable explanation for some obscure
points.

Key words: Fu Shan, Buddhist studies of the Qing Dynasty, academic
studies of the Qing Dynasty, Shanxi documents, northern
studies of the early Qing Dynasty



