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Exploration of the significance of performing rites
in honor of the ancestors
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'Department of Mechanical Engineering, Yuan-Ze University,
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TAIWAN

Theobjectsworshiped are many and therites performed are even more. Focusing objects
on humans, spiritsand ancestorsand confining theritesonly in honor of ancestorsare hel pful
to the exploration of the significance of therites of thiskind. Confuciansthink that thereis
educational function consisting in therites performed in honor of ancestors and that such
riteswill inspire peopl e of theworld to devel op themselvestoward the achievement of virtue,
distinction and worthy writings, which may even win theworship and respect from posterity.
Rather than caring the existence of spirits, the point of such ritesisto emphasizetheinfluence
of social value over humans and intensify the moral education not to forget one’sorigin.

Inrecent years, the study of theinformation field has had abig breakthrough. I n casethe
information field does exist and affect humans alot, people should have anew perception of
theritesperformedin honor of ancestors. With thisin mind, theideaabout informationfieldis
presented in this paper: theancestral spiritscan beviewed asliving in amacro-web among the
information field, adifferent sphere from theliving people. In thereal world, adiplomatic
rel ationship between two nations bringsforth the di plomati c etiquette. Accordingly, therites
can also be deemed as the diplomati ¢ etiquette between the world of mortals and the macro-
web of ancestors; agood communication between thesetwo will keep them frominterference,
make them at peace, and even hel p them cooperate with each other for the co-existence and
prosperity. Therefore, ritesare so crucial that they should not be overlooked.

Keywords: Ritesin honor of ancestors, information field, macro-web site
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