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Exploration of  the significance of  performing rites

in honor of the ancestors

The objects worshiped are many and the rites performed are even more. Focusing objects

on humans, spirits and ancestors and confining the rites only in honor of ancestors are helpful

to the exploration of the significance of the rites of this kind. Confucians think that there is

educational function consisting in the rites performed in honor of ancestors and that such

rites will inspire people of the world to develop themselves toward the achievement of virtue,

distinction and worthy writings, which may even win the worship and respect from posterity.

Rather than caring the existence of spirits, the point of such rites is to emphasize the influence

of social value over humans and intensify the moral education not to forget one’s origin.

In recent years, the study of the information field has had a big breakthrough. In case the

information field does exist and affect humans a lot, people should have a new perception of

the rites performed in honor of ancestors. With this in mind, the idea about information field is

presented in this paper: the ancestral spirits can be viewed as living in a macro-web among the

information field, a different sphere from the living people. In the real world, a diplomatic

relationship between two nations brings forth the diplomatic etiquette. Accordingly, the rites

can also be deemed as the diplomatic etiquette between the world of mortals and the macro-

web of ancestors; a good communication between these two will keep them from interference,

make them at peace, and even help them cooperate with each other for the co-existence and

prosperity.  Therefore, rites are so crucial that they should not be overlooked.
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