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The Six Principles of

Reverent Harmony

The Foundation of the Unity and Cooperation among the

Buddhist Traditions of Three Major Languages

by Cheng Chen-huang

Delivered at the First World Buddhist Forum

at Joushan, China from April 12-17, 2006

The Buddha entered nirvana 2,550 years ago. His teachings have spread to the whole
world and Buddhism has become one of the five major religions in the world.
Buddhism is an open, introspective, humanistic and humanitarian religion, a sharp
contrast to other closed, external beseeching, god-based, and god-centered religion.
In compliance with the needs of space-time background and living beings’ capacity,
many Buddhist schools of different contents, styles, and rituals emerged. If classified
by language, there are three major languages of Pali, Chinese, and Tibetan. If
classified by the direction of dissemination with India as the center, there are three
major traditions of Southern, Chinese, and Tibet. Their appearance may differ, the
essence of their practice, i.e. the three trainings of precepts, concentration, and insight,
remains the same. The later tradition developed on the basis of the previous one.



The monastic groups which practice the three trainings of precepts, concentration, and
wisdom take the six principles of reverent harmony as the rules of taking refuge.
Therefore, the six principles of reverent harmony can be deemed as the foundation of
unity and cooperation among the Buddhist traditions of the three major languages.
The six principles of reverent harmony are: body harmony to live together, verbal
harmony to have no dispute, mental harmony to share pleasures, precept harmony to
practice together, view harmony to share same understanding, and profit harmony to
enjoy equal property.

1. Body harmony to live together

The skandha in the Vinaya-pitaka and the monastic rules in China are the living
principles of ancient sangha order. The contemporary Buddhist traditions of three
major languages should establish an international organization of communication
platform. The constitution of this organization should follow the Buddhist spirit.
Besides, it has to make reference to modern organization theory, emphasize the
efficiency of management and the harmony of organization, and divide the operation
of the organization into five processes: planning, organizing, commanding,
coordinating, and controlling. It may adopt the 14 principles of management proposed
by Henri Fayol (1841-1925), the father of modern management science: specialization
of labor, authority, discipline, unity of command, unity of direction, subordination of
individual interests, remuneration, centralization, scalar chain (line of authority), order,
equity, personnel tenure, initiative, and esprit de corps.

2. Verbal harmony to have no dispute

No lying, no division speech, no harsh speech, no senseless talk. One has to speak
words of love, gentle words, right speech, words of truth, and meaningful speech.
Five principles of speech: 1. Listen carefully, and talk after thinking. 2. Make clear
speech, and use proper words. 3. Tone of speaking should be gentle, and attitude
sincere. 4. Make speech of rich contents and humorous charming. 5. No talk of other
people’s wrong doings, and keep privacy.

3. Mental harmony to share pleasures

Mind is the basis of all behaviors and speeches. Which kind of mind will produce
which kind of behaviors and speeches, and then form up which kind of world. A
Buddhist should regulate his/her mind and concentrate on what he/she is doing. Use
the tree trainings of precepts, concentration, and wisdom to calm down one’s mind.
Generate detachment to free oneself from afflictions. Use bodhicitta to benefit oneself
and others. Use the mind of Six Perfections and the mind of Four Immeasurables to



help all living beings. In daily life, maintain mind of effort, sincerity, depth, vow,
merit-sharing, loving-kindness, com-passion, great wisdom, determination, equity,
empathy, brightness, freedom, emptiness, faith, softness, purity, and penetration. Use
six kinds of mentality to face all people, and all things: breadth, insistence, happiness,
gratitude, ambition, and virtue.

4. Precept harmony to practice together

Precept is the foundation of ultimate enlightenment, and the first of all virtues.
Precept is the basis of concentration and wisdom. If there is no precept, concentration
and wisdom are just the high buildings on sandy beach, easy to collapse. If there are
no compass and rule, one cannot draw the circle and straight line. Precept is the pillar
of maintaining sangha order. No matter whether it is monastic precept or laity precept,
pratimoksa precept or bodhisattva precept, sutric precept or tantric precept, they are
all aimed to stop doing wrong things and to do good things in order to prepare the
foodstuffs of practice, i.e. wisdom and merit. Of course, the observance of precept
stresses on its sprit, not the dogma. The precept should be modified with time and
locality. After gaining the common consensus of the organization members,
modification may be made by making reference to contemporary social situations.

5. View harmony to share same understanding

View determines the direction and the success or failure of a person or an organization.
Buddhism puts right understanding and right view to the front. But after development
of 2,500 years, different Buddhist schools have developed their own views. A
Buddhist should have an overall understanding. The basic views of Buddhism are the
inter-dependent origination, Three Characteristics of Phenomena, and the middle path.
The Northern Tradition should not look down upon the Southern Tradition as
Hinayana. The Southern Tradition should not deny the Northern Tradition as not the
Buddha’s teachings. The Tantric Tradition should despise the Sutric Tradition as not
complete. One should follow the Buddha’s teachings of ultimate, not the Buddha’s
teachings of skillful means. If the teachings contradict the newest finds of modern
science, one should adopt the science.

6. Profit harmony to enjoy equal property

Even friends have the duty to help each other. The practitioners should share the good
and the bad fortunes. Charity is the first of the Six Perfections and the Four Means of
Helping Living Beings, because greed is the greatest of three poisons. Buddhism takes
compassion as its core. Through the compassionate charity of emptiness wisdom, the
gap between the rich and the poor can be narrowed, and the economic wealth can be



balanced. Most human conflicts come from the struggle for resources. The profit
harmony to enjoy equal property is available with the socialism of compassion,
wisdom, peace, prosperity, and earthly pure land. This will bring mankind to the
Ultimate Paradise of sharing the world with equity.



