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The dialogue between Buddhism and modern physics:

regarding the substantial existence of matter

Master Jian Jian

Chung Tai Chan Monastery,

Puli, Nantou, TAIWAN

In modern physics, some crucial revolutions not only break the faith regarding substan-

tial matters in classical physics, but even show correspondence with Buddhist viewpoint. In

other words, although modern physics, with a different approach from that of Buddhism, in-

vestigates the structure of matters and principle of physical phenomena, some of its latest

conclusions accidentally provide concrete evidences of Buddhist theory to some extent. The

key is that modern physics reverses the concepts of substantial and objective existence of

matters. As can be seen, both modern physics with its experimental evidences and Buddhism

with its emphasis on human consciousness jointly expose some unusual insights such as:

material objects lack substantial existence, and are inevitably affected by consciousness.

Accordingly, after having undergone the inner revolution, the physical creed which has been

the main conflict with religion, turns into a decisive base of the dialogue between physics and

Buddhism. The dialogue goes beyond a communication between Buddhism and modern physics.

The profounder meaning is that the dialogue brings Buddhism which has existed for thou-

sands of years an unprecedented unfolding. This article shows how modern physics meets

Buddhism and thus what contemporary meanings will be triggered by discussing the bilateral

concepts regarding the existence of matter.

Keywords: Physics; quantum; objectivity; substantial existence; Buddhism;

consciousness-only (Vijnapti-matrata); Middle Way; emptiness~ _ _


