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Abstract

In this article, we try to argue that compassion should be an important dimension of moral education.

We aim to construct a compassion-based model of moral education that is able to integrate moral

affection with moral commitment and moral behavior. Perspectives of Kohlberg & Gilligan, Habermas,

Horkheimer & Adorno, and Buddhism are introduced to analyze the connections between compassion

and moral education. The significance of equal and inter-subject relationships between all individuals is

articulated in the framework of the compassion-based model of moral education proposed here. Being

aware of the suffering of the others, one can give rise to compassion for the suffered individuals and

thus being committed to perform actions that can lower the suffering of the others. In the final part of the

article, we make several suggestions about how to put the compassion-based model of moral education

into practice.

Keywords :compassion, education and Buddhism, moral education


