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Understanding Einstein’s relativity physics from the view-
point of mind-matter dualism: stating also about
Einstein’s contribution to mind-matter dualism philosophy
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The world famous Einstein’s relativity physics has interesting and significant background
of philosophy. Here we try to visualize the relativity physics from the viewpoint of the mind-matter
dualism. Wefirst state all kinds of reality in the scheme of 4 levels, which, simply speaking, consists
of macroscopic and microscopic levels of reality for phenomenal world, and conceptual and noumenal
levels for the ontalogy.

To facilitate our discussion we need to visualize Newtonian physics also from the viewpoint
of mind-matter dualism. The Newtonian three laws of motion can be visualized from the viewpoint
of operational definition of physical entities, starting with the 2 law of motion, f = ma. It can be
seen that practice of this operational definition had already cut off the matter part out of the mind-
matter dualism and had also resulted in the birth of Natural science. However, we must emphasize
that certainly physical science is not materialism.

On the contrary, Einstein’s relativity physics has “Velocity of light ¢ being a constant” asits
fundamental hypothesis. This hypothesis can be seen as a description of the universe with its
origin centered at each individual observer. Thisisthe concept in Buddhism that al phenomena of
the universe are emergence of the individual observer’s mind. The most important statement of
Einstein is the 4" dimension x, = ict, where i = (-1)"? isimaginary and is not measurable or opera-
tional in real number world. Since x,is beyond the domain of matter, it should denote some implicit
index of the mind because of the existing mind-matter dualism. Consequently, we may claim that,
whereas Newton cut off the matter part from the mind-matter dualism, Einstein sewed on and recov-
ered the dualism. Benefits of the sewing on are at least twofold: on physics and on philosophy. For
physics part, wherever Newtonian physics and relativity physics are different the latter is always
better than the former with no exception up to present. For philosophy part, on the cosmology, for
example, the Newtonian gravitational equation has been well replaced by Einstein’s cosmol ogical
field equation. This seems to strongly demonstrate: What the Nature chooses is the mind-matter
dualism in the macroscopic level of reality.

Keywords: mind-matter dualism, noumenon, ontology, spiritualism, Newton, Einstein,
relativity, cosmology
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