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Part One: The Cross and Medita-
tion
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Suzuki’s question reminds us that the

cross is not easily accommodated to ra-

tional explanatory models. If we fit the

cross into our explanations too neatly,

we may have lost a sense of its shocking,

revelatory power. In some ways the cross

functions like a Zen Koan, which re-

fuses to be explained in ordinary logic,

which brings our normal process of

thinking about God and ourselves to a

halt and forces us to a different level of

awareness (Lefebure 52).
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Part Two: Gift and Enlighten-
ment
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Take to heart among yourselves what

you find in Christ Jesus:He was in the

form of God; yet he laid no claim to

equality with God, but made himself

nothing, assuming the form of a slave.

Bearing the human likeness, sharing

the human lot, he humbled himself, and

was obedient, even to the point of death,

death on a cross. Therefore God raised

him to the heights and bestowed on him

the name above all names, that at the

name of Jesus every knee should bow¡ªin

heaven, on earth, and in the depths—

and every tongue acclaims, “Jesus Christ

is Lord,” to the glory of God the Father.

(Oxford Study Bible. Philippian 2:5-

11).
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Conclusion
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