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Filial Piety: the Syncretic Basis between Confucianism and

Buddhism in Popular Society

Yun-Ying Chung

Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature, Yuan Ze University, Taoyuan, Taiwan

This paper explores how filial piety serves as the basis on which Confucianism
and Buddhism syncretize in popular society. In Confucianism filial piety is practiced
to maintain human ethics and social order, and hence various means and goals ensue
from social rank. In Buddhism it appeals to not only karma, but human ethics which

traces back to Confucianism. Filial piety bridges Confucianism and Buddhism.
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