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Records of the Zheng-fayan-zang (1%l
%) and the Nianhua-weixiao (}“F'TTJA?%‘—?)

Gong-an

Huimin Bhikshu
President, Dharma Drum Buddhist College
Professor, Taipei National University of the Arts

Summary

The Tiantai school’s text Shimen-zhengtong shows
disagreement with the Chinese Chan school’s lineage claim that
the statement “pure dharma-eye, nirvana subtle heart, reality
with no form, wonderful true dharma” in the Baolin-zhuan (CE.
801, in the Tang dynasty), and also “the false and absurd legend
of nianhua-weixiao,” should be attributed to the Baolin-zhuan.
And the Oda Buddhist Dictionary entries of “zheng-fayan-zang”
and “nianhua-weixiao” also quote and follow this opinion.
However, it is a mistake to trace the legend’s origin to the
Baolin-zhuan, since the unwarranted connection between the
episode of “nianhua-weixiao” and the Dharma’s transmission to
Kasyapa of “the true dharma treasury, nirvana subtle heart”
gradually began to appear in Chan records published in the
Northern Song (circa 1027).

In addition, according to a research by Ishii Shuido (2000),

the first reference to the nianhua-weixiao episode was made by
the Northern Song Chan practitioners of the Linji lineage,
including Chan master Ciming-chuyuan (986-1039), Yang Yi
and Li Zunxu. In this article the author also arrives at five
conclusions: (1) It was mainly the Yangqi branch of Linji
lineage (most eminent were the four houses of Ciming,
including masters Chuyuan, Fanghui, Shouduan, and Fayan),and
the Huanglong branch that promoted the legend of
nianhua-weixiao. (2) The successive promoters included
members of the Yangqi branch Yuanwu Keqin, Dahui Zonggao
and Mian Xianjie. (3) Xuedou Chongxian of Northern Song
Yunmen school also quoted the allusion of the “nianhua (using
the Chinese character # instead of f£)” legend . (4) The
concurrent use of both f£ and # first occurred in the
Zongmen-tongyao-ji; and (5) The statement “the Buddha passed
down the Dharma to Kasyapa” transmitted among Chinese Chan
lineages has developed into four groups: Group I (Baolin-zhuan:
[A1] [A1-A2-A3) ), Group II (Guangdeng-lu: A2,
[A1+A2>B] shortened type), Group Il  (Zongmen-tongyao:
A2, [B+(half A1)+X=C Jenlarged type), and Group IV (none of
Al, A2 or B or C).

Keywords: nianhua-weixiao, zheng-fayan-zang, Baolin-zhuan,

Linji lineage, Yangqi lineage, Huanglong lineage.



