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See J. C. Cooper, An Illustrated Encyclopedia of Traditional Symbols (London:
Thames and Hudson, 1978), 100-102. Moe, “Symbol of the Lotus,” Gnostic
Warrior, Mar 6, 2013, accessed July 7, 2017, http://gnosticwarrior.com/symbol-
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Examples from European-Mediterranean Culture Presented with Biology and
History of Art,” Journal of Experimental Botany 60 (2009): 2461-2464.
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Philosophy,” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 11, no. 2 (Dec. 1952):
135-146.

See J. C. Cooper, An Illustrated Encyclopedia of Traditional Symbols (N.Y.:
Thames and Hudson, 1978), 100-102. Pedram Rezania, “Symbol of Lotus in
Ancient World,” Life Science Journal 8, no. 3 (2011): 309-312.

Kim-kwong Chan, “Lotus and Swastika in Assyrian Church in China: Buddhist
Legacy for Aryan Heritage?” Ching Feng, N.S., 10, no. 1-2 (2010-2011): 27-43.
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1% Robert A. Armour, Gods and Myths of Ancient Egypt (Cairo and N.Y.: American
University in Cairo Press, 2001), 1-2.

""" R. T. Rundle Clark, Myth and Symbol in Ancient Egypt (1959; repr., N.Y.:
Thames and Hudson Ltd., 1991), 239.
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Conceptions of God in Ancient Egypt: The One and the Many, trans. John Baines
(Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1982), 258.
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R. T. Rundle Clark, Myth and Symbol in Ancient Egypt, 66-67.

Wolfgang Helck und Eberhard Otto, Lexikon der Agyptologie, Band IV,
(Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1980), 378-379.
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George Hart, Egyptian Myths: The Legendary Past (Austin: University of
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Redford, The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt (Oxford University
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it » 2 % Rose-Marie Hagen, Egypt: People, Gods, Pharaohs, trans. Penelope
Hesleden and Ingrid Taylor (K6In: Taschen, 2002), 175.

2% Nicholas Reeves, The Complete Tutankhamun: The King, the Tomb, the Royal
Treasure (London: Thames and Hudson, 1990), 66.
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(London: Egypt Exploration Society, 1992), 179 - & # 2 % lan Shaw, The
Oxford History of Ancient Egypt (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000).
George Hart, Egyptian Myths: The Legendary Past, 16.

See Nicholas Reeves, The Complete Tutankhamun: The King, the Tomb, the
Royal Treasure, 66, figure 8. See also Richard Wilkinson, The Complete Gods
and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt (Thames and Hudson, 2003), 134-135.
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The Religious Narratives of Lotus-birth:
A Comparative Study of Religious Symbol

Ng, Yau-nang William *
Abstract

This paper employs the method of comparative religious study
to examine the mythological narratives concerning the lotus-birth
in Egypt and Chinese Buddhism and Daoism. It has attempted to
put forward the idea that the lotus is an important religious symbol
shared across different Asian cultures, as witnessed in the cases
of ancient Egypt, Chinese'Buddhism and Daoism. It is especially
related to the idea of life. It signifies the idea of creation of sacred
life or the transformation of life: The paper has also shown that some
special characteristics of the plant, such as its being open in the
morning and closed at night, have made the plant an easy metaphor
for the cycle of life and death, a symbol of the duality of life and
death. In addition, since the lotus is not contaminated even though it
grows in a mud pond and the flowers have a unique fragrance, this
dualistic structure can easily be used to express an idea of moving
from the profane world to the sacred world, or leaving the world of
the dead and gaining resurrection. This type of duality can easily
acquire symbolic correlation from the characteristics of the lotus. On

account of this correlation, the lotus symbol is used across different

* Associate Head and Associate Professor, Department of Religion and Philosophy,
Hong Kong Baptist University.
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religions.

But this paper has also shown that it is important to note
that different types of lotus bear influence upon the narratives of
religious symbols in different geographical locations. The water-
lily has neither seed pod nor lotus root and, naturally, in the ancient
Egyptian narratives, these two parts of the plant are never mentioned.
However, different parts of the lotus are used in Buddhist and Daoist
narratives. The mentioning of lotus seed/embryo in Pure Land

Buddhist tradition is a reflection of their belief in tathagatagarbha.

Keywords: Lotus-birth, Nuozha, transformative rebirth, Symbol,

Phenomenology of Religion



