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A Discussion on “Transcendence” in Humanistic
Buddhism and Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Thoughts

Li Wanjin

Associate Professor, Sichuan Normal University, College of Arts and Science

Abstract

From a historical standpoint of human civilization, all major world religions
have doctrines and teachings that transcend life and reality, inspiring practices in
pursuit of another world. As one of the three ancient world religions, Buddhism
has unique meanings and values in terms of transcendence. Humanistic Buddhism,
which has gradually become the mainstream since the twentieth century, has also
become one of people’s focus in terms of transcendence. After having successfully
established Fo Guang Shan’s model of propagating Humanistic Buddhism,
Venerable Master Hsing Yun has also formed a theory of transcendence that has
its own features. He not only carries forth the Buddha’s original teachings in
Early Buddhism, but also combines it with contemporary features. He explains his
theory of transcendence in Humanistic Buddhism from a viewpoint of mundane
and supramundane dharma respectively, from which the transcendence of both the
mundane and the supramundane levels are formed. The state of nirvana, which
Buddhism pursues, is the highest form of transcendence in Humanistic Buddhism

that Venerable Master Hsing Yun expounds.

Keywords: Humanistic Buddhism, transcendence, Venerable Master Hsing Yun,
mundane dharma, supramundane dharma, nirvana
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