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The Modernization of Buddhism and Philosophy
of Humanistic Buddhism as Advocated
by Venerable Master Hsing Yun

Wu Xianlin
Researcher, Research Institute of Buddhist Culture of China

Abstract

Venerable Master Hsing Yun is the successor of Master Taixu’s philosophy
of rensheng fojiao (“Human Life Buddhism”). His teachings are established in a
contemporary context and integrates the needs of modern society by presenting
the philosophy and spirit of Buddhism in a way that is familiar and welcomed by
people today. Thus he has strongly advocated for and actualized the propagation
of Humanistic Buddhism, which possesses the qualities of being progressive,
proactive, optimistic, joyful, altruistic, universal, relevant, popularized, organized,
and international. As compared to Master Yinshun, who advocated a Humanistic
Buddhism that focused on theory and analysis, Venerable Master Hsing Yun
emphasizes integration, harmony, and practice. Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
philosophy of Humanistic Buddhism has rencheng fojiao (lit. translated as “the
Human Vehicle of Buddhism”) as its foundation, the prajna wisdom in the
Mahayana teachings of emptiness and the middle way as its guidelines, Mahayana
practices—particularly in Chan and Pure Land—as its roots, and establishing a
Pure Land on Earth as its goal. As such, Venerable Master Hsing Yun harmonizes
the Five Vehicles and brings the spirit of Humanistic Buddhism to modern society

by being relevant to the daily lives of ordinary people.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, contemporary society, prajna,
contemporary Buddhism, Humanistic Buddhism, Pure Land on Earth
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