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“The Three Realms are Created by the Mind” and Venerable
Master Hsing Yun’s Interpretation of Buddhist Scriptures

Chen I-Biau
Associate Professor, College and Department of Buddhist Studies, Fo Guang University

Abstract

“The three realms are created by the mind” is one of the most important
teachings of Mahayana Buddhism. For Venerable Master Hsing Yun, an influential
master of contemporary Buddhism, the concept of “the three realms are created
by the mind; the myriad of phenomena are of the consciousness” is fundamental
when explaining the teachings in Buddhist scriptures or giving Dharma talks to
devotees. Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s interpretation of “the three realms are
created by the mind” ultimately comes down to all phenomena in the three dharma
realms that cannot be separated from the original mind and buddha nature, also
revealing that his fundamental position is still linked to the Chan school. In his
commentaries on the Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch, Venerable Master Hsing
Yun explains “the three realms are created by the mind; the myriad phenomena are
of the consciousness” from the perspective of “samdadhi of one characteristic and
samdadhi of perfect unity of body and mind in all activities.” Namely, when there is
no attachment to any form, or one can act with an honest and frank mind, the three
dharma realms and myriad phenomena will be pure, thus “a pure mind sees the
world just as pure.” This shows that Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s interpretation
of the teachings has always been closely related to actual practice and demonstrates

the qualities of Humanistic Buddhism.

Keywords: the three realms are created by the mind, Venerable Master Hsing Yun,

realm from beginningless time, alaya consciousness, Tathagatagarbha
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punar aparam bhagavan bodhisattvena mahdasattvena prajiiaparamitayam caratd
prajiiaparamitayam bhdavayatda evam Siksitavyam yathd asau siksyamanas tendapi
bodhicittena na manyeta. tat kasya hetoh? tathd hi tac cittam acittam. prakytis cittasya
prabhdsvara. atha khalv ayusman Sariputra ayusmantam subhiitim etad avocat - kim
punar ayusman subhiite asti tac cittam yac cittam acittam? evam ukte ayusman subhiitir
ayusmantam Sariputram etad avocat. kim punar ayusman Sariputra ya acittata,
tatracittatayam astita va nastita va vidyate vopalabhyate va? sariputra daha - na hy
etad ayusman subhiite. subhiitir Gha - saced dyusman Sariputra tatracittatayam astita
va ndstitd va na vidyate va nopalabhyate va, api nu te yukta esa paryanuyogo bhavati
yadayusman sariputra evam aha - asti tac cittam yac cittam acittam iti? evam ukte
ayusman Sariputra ayusmantam subhiitim etad avocat - ka punar esa ayusman subhiite

acittata? subhiitir aha - avikara ayusman sariputravikalpa acittata.
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