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Venerable Master Hsing Yun and Venerable Elder Nan Ting

Han Huanzhong
Professor, School of Political Science and Public Administration, Soochow University

Abstract

Among the many eminent and senior monks whom Venerable Master Hsing
Yun has interacted with, Venerable Elder Nan Ting is undoubtedly noteworthy.
This is much touched upon in the autobiography of Venerable Elder Nan Ting,
including anecdotes told by Venerable Master Hsing Yun. In the autobiography of
Venerable Elder Nan Ting, one can read about how they came to know each other,
their interactions, and his appreciation of and compliments towards Venerable
Master Hsing Yun. Like in any relationship, their friendship burgeons as time
passes. Conversely, Venerable Master Hsing Yun keeps Venerable Elder Nan Ting’s
appreciation, praise, encouragement, and support in remembrance, and always
reciprocates his kindness with gratitude. Even after Venerable Elder Nan Ting’s
passing, Venerable Master Hsing Yun still expresses sincere regard and reverence
for him. Though no records show that Venerable Master Hsing Yun was a disciple
of Venerable Elder Nan Ting or studied under him, Huayan thoughts were a
common ground upon which they built an enduring friendship over the years, as

well as influencing their fundamental thoughts.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Venerable Elder Nan Ting, Huayan
philosophy
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