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Relativist Absolutism:
the Compar ative Study on “ Ontology”

Huey-jen Yu & Ben-ray Jai *

Abstract

As investigating “being qua being”, ontology is a discipline
studying absolute bases of all things existed in which there’s no
room for relativity at all. Though we can use western standard to
catch Chinese Philosophy, yet to a considerable degree, it would
distorted the style of Chinese Philosophy. Moreover, ever in the
history or Western philosophy, different thinkers developed quite
different interpretive framework about “Ontology” which illustrates
a certain kind of relativism itself. There’s no “Copula” in Western
sense (especially verb to be) in the ancient Chinese language
tradition, and that’s the very reason Chinese couldn’t develop
Ontology in the Western sense.

To discuss so-called Chinese Ontology, we could study by
either copying the Western correspondent pattern to or basing on
Chinese own thinking structure. In this paper, the authors try to
compare the different thinking patterns between Chinese and the
Western philosophies, in order to find out the relativity amount the
so-called absolutism. Only in the process of objective reflection of
the human praxis, could we unfold the real meaningful Ontology!

Keyword: Ontology, Chinese ontology, Copula,
Noumental ontology, Comparative philosophy

* Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Nan-hua University.
Professor, Institute of Sociology, Nan-hua University



