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Diplomatic missions, merchants, and Buddhist pilgrims had the option to
choose a time-saving but dangerous way to shorten the process. They could
use the only permanent open connection between the Transhimalayan zone
and the south, namely the Suspended Crossing. ...When this footpath was
used by peddlers coming from the north, they had to leave the bank of the
Indus between Shatial and Sazin and climb up to a place near the village of
Sazin, approximately 300 meters higher than the bottom of the Indus valley.
There a group of stone slabs marked the beginning of the most dangerous part
of the track. It was practicable only because tree branches had been fixed in
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fissures on the rock supporting galleries, steps had been carved out, in many
places there were logs with notches to be used as ladders”.
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sthitva tatra ca tam kilam adhastad udapatayat.
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“When this was being made the men had often to be
suspended from pegs while they were at work boring holes to
blast the rock or to fix in fissures the tree branches which were

to support galleries.””’
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