TIRE L (EEE ) FIRMiTRIE
— SRt EERNREEETT

g
P SO B
e

H BRI LT 2 ER SR s B S USRI (Ean - AR E R R 208 2 S0 - B
T AR o ASCRTEEGR AR LSRR R B > AT ]
s s (%S ) HEGAR - R HEESEEEE G EEAE A WY
HEREEZHARN M - SORRED ARl EES - ZEE - JEE T Rk
SRE o T BRI A - S EAYI0RE - 352 - M EPERE S ERNEL > 85
Fo'E AR RIE T o ASCAYIR R B0 R LSS B A IS (b RN [E A~ B2
BISEREEST - S ERILERRIFHEANERAE S -

BRI - EATLL - EE - T

69




70

A Preliminary Study of Xia Jing Shan’s Arhat
Paintings and the Transmission and
Adaptation of Buddhist Painting Models

Ho Ka-Yi
Assistant Professor, Department of Fine Arts,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Xia Jing Shan’s profound knowledge of ancient Chinese Buddhist paintings is evidenced
by the abundant amount of his copies and adaptations of paintings of Bodhisattvas,
Avalokite$vara, Arhats, and Zhong kui from the Song through the Qing periods. This article
analyzes Xia Jing Shan’s Arhat paintings to discern the origins of his Arhat motifs and his
modes of copying, imitating, and transforming ancient painting models. In terms of the
artistic characteristics of Xia’s Arhat paintings, their meticulous representation and lavished
colors are closer to that of his paintings of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas than his paintings of
Avalokitesvara, Bodhidharma, and Zhong kui, which feature untrammeled brushwork and
extraordinary atmosphere. The latter part of the article uses examples of the transmission and
adaptation of hand-painted or woodblock-printed Buddhist painting models in China,
especially during the Ming and Qing periods, to demonstrate that Xia Jing Shan inherited this
painting method from ancient masters.

Keywords: Xia Jing Shan, Arhat painting, painting model
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