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Philology Versus Dogmatics:
A Comparative Study of the Anattalakkhaza Sutta of the Samyutta Nikaya

Tsai Chilin

Abstract

The first discourse the Buddha gave following his enlightenment was the
Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta, which was addressed to his first five monk disciples.
It is said that when the Buddha preached his second sermon, the Anattalakkhaza Sutta,
to these same five monks they all attained arahantship, the highest goal of Buddhist
practice. Thus the Anattalakkhapa Sutta occupies a key position in both the history
and doctrine of Buddhism.

Yet the Pali and Chinese versions of the Anattalakkhapa Sutta give completely
opposite interpretations of the key term of this sutta: anatta. There is still no
conclusion amongst scholars as to which one was the original teaching of the Buddha.
This paper proposes to solve this problem by recovering the orignial form and
meaning of the Anattalakkhaza Sutta.

This paper begins with an explanation of the differences between the versions,
followed by a summary of the views put forth by the Japanese scholars Mizuno
Kogen and Hirakawa Akira. Believing that at present is not possible to conclusively
determine the Buddha’s original teaching on anatta, these two scholars have decided
the best approach is to put aside the textual controversy and try to solve the problem
from the standpoint of doctrinal exegesis.

It is the premise of this paper, however, that a more thoroughgoing textual
investigation should be carried out before resorting to doctrinal exegesis. Thus the
third section of this paper makes a detailed philological investigation and analysis of
the various versions of the Anattalakkhasa Sutta.

A total of 13 documents are examined on three levels, including 9 versions of the
Anattalakkhaza Sutta, the explanatory passages on the Anattalakkhaza Sutta found in
the Yogacara-bhumi-sastra, as well as 3 versions of the Ca/asaccaka Sutta, since their
narrative structure closely resembles that of the Anattalakkhapma Sutta. The results of
this multi-level analysis shows that the Pali version is in fact the original teaching of
the Buddha, and that the Chinese version of the Anattalakkhama Sutta in the
Khandhavagga of the Samyutta Nikaya is corrupt. The final section is an attempt to
determine when and how this corruption came about.

Key words: early Buddhism; Anattalakkhapa Sutta; Ca/asaccaka Sutta; anatta;
philology; dogmatics.
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“Rupam bhiksavo *natma. Rapai ced atma syan, na va rapam

abadhaya duhkhaya sarmvart(t)eta'®, labhyeta ca ripasyai : ¢ varih me
rapam bhavatv ! Evarh ma bhad !’iti.

Yasmat tarhi bhiksavo rapam anatma, tasmad rapam abadhaya
duhkhaya sarhvartate, na ca labhyate riipasyai : “’varn me rapam bhavatv !
Evarm ma bhud !’iti.”
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Tatra khalu Bhagavam ayusmantan parncakam bhadravargiyan-
amantrayasi :

“Ruparn bhiksavo anatma, vedana anatma, samjia anatma, samskara
anatma, vijiianamm anatma. Idam rapam ce bhiksavah atma abhavisyat, na
va raparn abadhaya duhkhaya sarmvarteta, rdhyacca rape kamakarikata :
‘Evarn me raparn bhavatu ! Evarh ma bhavatu !’

Yasmacca bhiksavo raparn anatma, tasmadraparh [a]badhaya®
duhkhaya sarhvartati, na catra rdhyati kamakarikata : ‘Evarn me rapam
bhavatu ! Evarh ma bhavatu !””
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“Nanu tvar, Aggivessana, evam vadesi— ‘rupam me atta, vedana me
atta, sanfia me atta, sankhara me atta, vifinanarm me atta’”’ti?

“Ahaiihi, bho Gotama evarh vadami— ‘raparn me atta, vedana me atta,
safiia me atta, sankhara me atta, vififianam me atta’ti,...”ti. ...

“Tena hi, Aggivessana, tafifievettha patipucchissami, yatha te

khameyya tatha narmm byakareyyasi. Tam kim maffasi, Aggivessana,
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vatteyya rafifio khattiyassa muddhavasittassa sakasmir Vvijite vaso—
ghatetayam va ghateturh, japetayam va japetum, pabbajetayam va
pabbajeturn, seyyathapi ranfio Pasenadissa Kosalassa, seyyathapi va pana
ranfio I\/Iagadhassa Ajatasattussa Vedehiputtassa™ti?

.. Vatteyya, bho Gotama, vattitufica-m-arahati’ti.
“Tarm Kim maffiasi, aggivessana, yam tvar evam vadesi— ‘raparm me

atta’ti, vattati te tasmirn rape vaso— evarm me raparh hotu, evam me rapar

ma ahosi”’ti?
“No hidam, bho Gotama”.
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